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To Her Poyal Highne the 
Privaſs Anne of Denmark. 


MADAM, 


JF; in adverciiting ro lay this little 
Piece at your Highnefles Feet, and 
humbly tobeg your RoyalProrection 
of it, I havepreſumdtoofar,be pleas 
toimputeit to your own; moſt gract- 
ous Goodneſs,the knowledgeof which 


 encourag'd me. Our Sex are by Na- 
eure tender of their own Off- ſoring: 


and” may be allow'd to 'have more 
fondneſs for thoſe of the Brain, then 
any other ; becauſe they are ſo few, 
and meet with ſo many Enemies at 
their firſt appearance in the World. 


Thopetheretore to find pardon, 1f like 


an indulgent Parent, I have -endez< 
yourd to advance my firſt Born, by 
entering 16 very early in into'yout High- 


ne[ſes Service. | 
A # = 


DEDICATION. 

-T have not preſum'd to approach 
| your Highneſs out of any Confidence 
in the merits of this Eſſay, but of.che 
Cauſe which'it pleads; wherein the 
Honour of the whole Sex ſeem'd to 
exaCt of me no leſs a Patronage than 
that of the Peſt,. as well as Greateſt 
among 'em, whom they are all am- 

bitious to ſee at. their head. I have 
only endeayour'd to reduce the Sexes 
to a Level; and by Arguments to 
raiſe Ours to an Equallity at moſt 
with che Men : But your Highneſs 
by Illuſtrious Example daily convin- 
ces the World of our Superiority, 
and we lee with wonder, Vertues 1n 
yceu, Madam, greater than your Birth. 

In this I am peculiarly happy, that I 
am exempted from thecommon Task 


TN Dedicarors, who lie under 


bligation of publiſhing: to-. the 
World —_ Excellencies.. of their 
Fatrons,, which perhaps appear..no 
where bur. 1n.their. E-pultles; . In me 
it Were as 'great folly, to. pretend ito 
make 
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DEDICATION. 
make known the Illuſtrious Quali- 
ties of your Highneſs, as it wou'd be 
to go about to demonſtrate by Ar- 
gument, that the Sun ſhind, ro a 
Crowd that are warm'd by che Influ-” 
ence of 1t. 

I had attempted the Chilracten of 
a conſummate Woman, could I, tho 
but faintly have ſhaddowd che ini- 
mitable Graces of your Highneſs; bur 
the impoſlibility of that Task forc'd 
me to defiſt. It were eaſy here to 
lanch into thoſe glorious particulars, 
which affirmed of any other than 
your Royal Highneſs, would have 
been extravagance of Flatrery ; but 
co you Injuſtice, and in me the high- 
eſt preſumption, to attempt with my 
feeble Hand thoſe Perfections, which 
the ableſt 'muſt fall infinicely ſhort 
of. Theluſtreof your Royal Vertues 
Madam, like the Sun,” gives us 


warmth and light, and While at a 


modeſt diſtance we admire it, im- 


proves our ſight, which too bold a 


Ay View 


DEDICATI ON. 


view confounds, yet the meaneſt and 
molt ignorant ſee thoſe Glories, 
' which the moſt exquiſite Artiſt;can 

never expreſs. The World therefore 
will rather juſtify than comdemn my 
conduct, if I do not wrong ſo bright 


an Original witha dark obſcure Copy, 


Madam, Tho' the world may con- 
demn my performance, it muſt ap- 
plaud my choice 1n this Addreſs, and 
ownthat had Iknownas well howto 
Argue, as to Inſtance, I mult infalli- 
bly have Triumph'd oyer all Oppoſi: 
tion, It may be ealie to eyade, or 
. baffle the force of my Arguments, 

bur it is impoſſhble without the ut- 

- moſt Stupidity, and Injuſtice to deny 
the manifeſt Advantages of thoſe 
Tlluſtrious Graces, which raiſe your 
Highneſs ſo far aboye theirs as well 
as your own Sex. InthisI haye-1m- 
itated the conduct of prudent Gehee- 
rals, who, .when they doubt the 
| ſufficiency of their ſtrength, retire 
to ſome ſtrong Fort, and reſt ſe- 

| cure 


SCE I ID AS. 
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DEDICATIQN. 
cure under the Protection of it. 
Fhereis, yetanother Reaſon, Madam, 
which tho' the leaſt uNtiBable, Was 
nevertheleſs. molt prevalent. with me 
to devote this Flay to-your Highnels. 
My:Ambition:to thew the profound 
Reſpects 1.have always. had for your 
Highneſs, would nor-ſaffen me tolet 


_ 


{lip any occaſion of. expreſſing itz e- 


ventho Ibluſh for the imeaneſs of it. 
Thus I find my felf reduc'd: by my 
Zeal, to the condition of poor Te- 
nants, who muſt expdſeitheir Poyer- 
ty, to ſhew their Aﬀection to their 
Lord ini a worthleſs Preſent. I am 
ſenſible of the.raſhneſs of my Ambi- 
tion 1n aſpiring to the Patronage of 
Your Highntieſs-and the need I have 
of an ARIA : but were I able to 
make one as I ought, I ſhould have 
raken care to have had leſs occaſion 
for it. Yet I doubt not from Your 
Goodneſs that Indulgence, which I 
cannot expect from Your Juſtice, 
nor but that you will ( like Heaven, 


A4 whoſe 


U 

DEDICATION. 
whoſe more immediate Images Prin. 
ces are ) accept my unprofitable Ser- 
vice, forthe 'fincerity-with' which it 
15 :render'd; If -my unfeign'd Sub- 

, miſſion may /procure pardon for my 
Preſumptioh, '-that Your” Happineſs 
may equal:Your illuſtrious-Vertues, 

and Your Royal Perſon be as far 
out of the reach of Fortune, as your 
Fame and Honour of:/DetraCtion, 
ſhall ever be the prayers of ' 


: Madam, hier Ggrey cedfL: 
(217 RS Royal Highneſs s 
© moſt Humble, moſt 

Mp Obedient, and moſ 
E Devoted Servant, 


— a. 
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PREFACE 


"TY Refaces to-mu/t Books, are like Pros ©.& 
"I © /ocutors» fo Puppet-Shows; \ they 
come firſt to tell you what Figures art 
to be preſented, and what Tricks they 
"are to play. © According therefore * to 
ancient and ' laudable Cuſtom," I have 
thought fit tolef'you know by way of Pre- 
face,or Advertiſement ,(callytwhich-you 
pleaſe ) that\here axe many fine Figures 
"within to be ſee; \ as well' worth- your 
curioſity, as any. in Smithfield at Bar- 
thoalomew 7ide."” 7 will not deny, Rea- 
! der, but that you may have ſeen ſome 
' - of *em there already; to thoſe that have; 
| T have little"more to ſay, than that "if 
they bave a mind to ſee them again in 
Egigie, they may do it here,” "What is 
#t you word have? Here are St. 
George's, Batenians, John':Dories, 
Punchinello's;axd the Creation'of the 
World, or what's as good"; here's the 
German Artiſt fv, 'or one that” car 
-ſhow' more Ticks than he: If all this 
will not 1nvite-you, yare grown more 


Fquea in Ile 
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Preface. 
ſqueamiſh of late, Gentlemen, that you 
#s'd to be, and the poor Bookſellor will 
make but. an indifferent Market of you. 
Well, lef the worſt come to the worſt, 
tis but ſhifting the ſcene to Smithfield, 
and. making, an Intereſt in half a dont 
Vizor-Masks. to be ſure of your Compit- 
ny: But he, good Man," is defirous to 
pleaſe you at;firſt hand, and therefore 
has-put a fine Pifture in the front. to 
znvite-you tn, ſo like ſome \.of you. (as 
be proteſts ); that you ought never. look 
in a Glaſs again, if. it offends you. For 


my part, 1 declares. he: has atted.clear 


againſt my Opinion. in this caſe, and. ſo 


be has beenitold; for. many a poor Man 
has loſt. the ſhowing of his\ Monfter,,; by 


gratifying -the curiofity af the gaping 
Crowd with too exadt a pifture withr- 
out doors... Beſides, there's an unlucky 
Rogue of .,a left-handed. Barber, that 
looks like an il! Omen inthe" beginning. 
Hee was told too, that-if he wou'd pleaſe 
moſs. of iyou,, he ought. te; gake exampe 
by your. Glaſſes; and. flatter' your, Jet 
he continued. obſtinate and. unmoveable 


fondly. bent for his Pifture,\ that he. re- 
ſolu'd againſt-all advice; to have tt. 
EE Nay . 


OS yas; I a 
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Nay, and he wou'd have Rhimes uns 
derneath it too, which, he ſays, weigh 
more wth you, than all the Reaſon 
in the world. I thought fit to let you 
know this, that the Bookſeller might 
not loſe the credit of his Fancy, if it 
takes with you, as he is perſwaded it 


' will. For you muſt know, I am a great 


lover of ſtrift Juſtice, and therefore 
would by no means Rob, or Defraud 
him of the Glory of his Tentatfan, or 
by any ſiniſter way ſullie, or diminiſh 
the Honour, or Reputation of his Parts 
and Ingenuity. ' For the ſame Reaſon 
likewiſe 1 muſt. acquaint you, that the 
Rhimes are none of mine neither; and 


” now my hand is in, I dox't much care 


if I tell you, that I am not very good 
at that Yngenious Recreatien, called 
Crambo, from which ſome rife to be 
very conſiderable Rhimers. "This now 
is more than 7 was oblig' A to tell you, 

and therefore I hope no body will deny, 

but that I teal ingenuonſly at leaſt 
with you. 

This one would think were Pref, ce 
ſufficient ; but there are Jome Mew [0 
impertinently curious, that they muſt 
needs have a Reaſon for every thins, 

that 


ER - 

that is done in the WW orld, tho' it were 
in their favour ( for which perhaps it 
were hard to give a good-one*) when” 
it were their Intereſt to be ſatisfied, 
and thankful without further enquiry. 
To comply therefore in ſome meaſure . | 
with the humour of theſe People, if a- 
ny ſach think fit to peruſe this Book, 7 
muſt tell *em very freely, that 1 was:ſo 
fat from aiming to oblige, or diſoblige 
'em by it, that it was never intended 
for their View. It was occaſioned by a 
private Converſation, between ſome 
Gentlemen and Ladies, and written at 
the requeſt, and for the Diverſion. of 
one Lady more particularly, by whom I 
with my conſent it was communicated 
to two or three more of bath Sexes, * 
my Friends likewiſe. Es. 
By them I was with abundance of 
Complements importun'd zo make zt 
publick ; now tho I do with good Rea- 
ſon attribute much more, of what was 
ſaid to me upon this peg to their 
good Breeding and Friendſhip, than to 
their real Opinions of my Performance ; 
yet T have ſo much ſatisfadtion in their 
) Sincerity, and Friendſhip, as to be con" | 
fident they would not ſuffer, much leſs | 
years 
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perſwade me to expoſe to the world a- 
ny thing, of which they doubted ſo far, 
as to think it would not be tollerably 
acceptable. Nor have T leſs aſſurance 
of their Fudgment and Skill in things 
of this nature, beſide that T have been 
znform'd by ſome of *'em, that it has 
been ſeen, and favourably. receiv'd þ 
ſome Gentlemen, whom the world thinks 
0 incompetent Fudges. After all this 
Encouragement, T ſuppoſe, I ſhall not 
be thought vain, if, as I pretend not 
to the applauſe, ſo I fear not the con- 
tempt of the world : Tet I preſume not 
ſo far upon the Merits of what I have 
written, as to make my Name put- 
« tick with it. T have elſewhere held, 
that Vanity was almoſt the aniverſal 
mover of all our Aftions, and conſe- 
quently of mine, as well as of others ; 
yet it 2s not ſtrong enough in me, to in- 
duce me to bring my Name” #pon the 
{ publick Rage of the World: © 
| There are many Reaſons, that of- 
lige me to this cautious, reſerv'd way 
of procedure ; tho” I might otherwiſe 
be very amgitious of appearing. in the 
defence of my Sex, cou'd" I perſwade 
my. ſelf, that I was able to write any 
T - thing 
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Preface; 
thing ſutable to the dignity of the 
Subjed, which I am not vain enough 
to think: This indeed is one Reaſon, 
becauſe I am ſenſible it might have 
been much better defended by abler 
Pens, ſuch. as many among our own Sex 
are; though I belteve ſtarce thus much 
wou'd have been expetted from me, by 
thoſe that know me; There is likes 
wiſe another Reaſon, which was yet 
more prevalent with me ; and with hoſe 
few Friends whom I conſulted about 
it, which is this; There are a ſort of 
Men, . that upon all occaſions think 
themſelves more toncern'd, and more 
thought of than they are; and that, 
like Men that are deaf, or have any 
other notorious Defeft, can ſee no lady 
whiſper, or laugh, but they think "tis 
at themſelves, Theſe Men are apt to 
think, that every ridiculous deſcripe 
tion they meet with, was intended 
more particularly for ſome one or other' 
of them; as indeed it is hard to paint 
any thing. compleat. in their ſeveral 
Kinds, without hitting many of their 
particular Features even without draws 
ing from them. The knowledge of this, 
with the confideration of the tender- 


neſs 
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ne(s of Reputation in our Sex, (which 
as our delicateſt Fruits and fineſt Flow- 
ersare moſt obnoxious to the injuries of 
Weather, is ſubmitted to every infe- 
Qious Blaſt of malicious Breath ) made 
me very cautious, how T expos'd mine 
to ſuch poiſonous Vapours. I was not 
ignorant, how liberal ſome Men are 
F their Scandal, whenever provok'd, 
eſpecially by a Woman ; and how 
ready the ſame Men-are to be ſo, 
tho upon never ſo miſtaken Grounds. 
This made me reſolve to keep 'em in 
Ignorance of my Name, and if they have 
a mind to find me 'out, let *em catch 
me ( if they can as Children at Blinds 
mans Buff do one another, Hbodwinkt ;- 
and I am of Opinion I have room enough 
to put 'em out of Breath before they 
come near me, _ 

The Event has in Effet prov d my 
ſuſpicions Prophetick ; for there are (as 
T am inform'd ) already ſome, ſo for 


ward to intereſt themſelves againſt mie, 


that they take Charafers upon thems 
ſelves, before they ſee 'em ; antl,” for 
fear they ſhould want ſome | Body to 
throw their. Dirt at, with equal* Igno- 
rance, and Tnjuſtice Father this Piece 

| upon 


Preface. 


upon: the Gentleman, who was ſo kind as 
to take care of the Publication of 1t, 
only to excuſe me from appearing. This 
made me once reſolve. to. oppoſe my 1n- 
nocence to their Clamour, and perfix_ 
my Name, which I thought 7 was 
bound to dd in Juſtice to him. In this 
Reſolution T had. perſiſted, had not the . 
. very ſame Gentleman F eneroufly | pers. 
ſwaded, and over-rul'd me to the con- _ 
trary, repreſenting how weak a-defence © 
Innocence is againſt Calumny, how 0”. 
pen the Ears of all the World are, and. 
how greedjly they ſuck.in any thing to . 
the frojueice of a Woman; and that (to 
uſe his own Expreſſion ), the Jeandal of 
ſuch Men,. was like Dirt. thrown by. 
Children, and Fools at random, .and 
without Provecation, it would dawb fil- 
thily at firſt, though it wereeaſily waſht 
off again.;. Adding, that he defir' d me 


not. to be under any concern for him ; for 


” 


he valued the Malice of ſuch mMen,as lit- © 


tle,' as their friendſhip, the one was as 
feeble, as t'other falſe. 

LT ſuppoſe I need. make no Apology to 
my own Sex for the meaneſs of this de- 
fence ; the bare intention of ſerving © 
'em will ( I hope be accepted, ) and of 
| 2 EN Men 
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'- Men, the Candid and Ingenuous I am 
' ſure will not quarrel with me for any 
' thing in this prtle Book; fince there is 
nothing in it, which was not drawn from 
the firiffeſt Reaſon 7 was Miſtreſs of, 
and the beſt Obſervations I was able to 
make, except'a ſtart or two only con« / 
cerning the Salique Law, and the | 
Amazons, which if they divert not © 
the Reader, can't offend him. 
7 ſhall not zrouble the Reader with 
\ any account of® the Method I Page ob= 
' ſerv/d, he will eqfily diſcover that in 
reading the Piece it ſelf. T ſhall only 
| take notice to him of one thing, which 
with a little attention to what he read 
he will readily find to be true, that is, 
| that the Charafters were not written 
out of any wanton Humour, or Malici- 
ous Deſign to charatterize and Particu-. 
lar Perſons, but to illuſtrate what T 
have ſaid upon the ſeveral Feads,under 
which they are rang'd, and repreſent not 
fingle' Men, but fo many Clans, or Di- 
wifions of Men,” that play the Fool ſeri- 
. ouſly in the World. If any Hidividual 
ſeem tro be more peculiarly markt, it is 
| becauſe he is perhaps more notorious 
fo the World;by fog ont or more Af#tt- 


X} & + . 
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cles of the General Charafter here given. 
IT am ſure that there is uo Man, who is 
but moderately Acquainted with the 
World, eſpecially this Town, but may 
find half a Dozen, or more Originals 
for every Pitture : After all, if any 


Man have Jo little Wit, as to appropi- | 
ate any of theſe Charatters to himſelf, | 


He takes a liberty T have hitherto ne- 
ver given him, but ſhall do it now in 
the Words of a Great Man, If any 
Fool finds the Cap fit him, let him 
put it on. | IP 
There are ſome Men, ( I hear ) who 
will not allow this Piece to be written 
by aWoman; did I know-what Eſtimate 
to make of their Judgments, I might 
perhaps have a higher Opinion of this 
Triffle, than I ever yet had. Por I 
little thought while I was writing this, 
that any Man ( eſpecially an Ingenivus 
Man ) ſhould have the ſcandal of being 
the reputed Author, For he muſt 
think it ſcandalous to be made to Father 
a Womans Produttions unlawfully. 
But theſe Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe, believe 
there is more Wit, than they | find in 
this Piece, upon the Credit of the 
, Book/ellor whoſe Intereſt it is to flatter 
it. 


UMI 


El BR WE — 


UMI 


Preface. 
it. But were it as well written as I 
could: wiſh it, or..as the Subjedt wou'd 
bear, and deſerves ; I ſee no. reaſon 
why our Sex ſhau'd be robb'd of the 
Honour of it ; Since there have been 
Women jn all Ages, whoſe Writings 
might vie withthoſe of the greateſt Men, 
as the Preſent Age, as well "as paſt, can 
reftifie. IT ſhall not trouble the Reader 
with their names,.. becauſe I wou'd not 
be thought ſo vain, - as. to rank. my Jef 
among 'em; and their names are already 
too well known, and celebrated to re- 
cerve any additional Luſtre from ſo 
weak Encomiums as mine; I pretend 
not to imitate, much leſs to Rival thoſe 
Hluſftrious Ladies, who have done ſo 
much Honour to their Sex, and are 
unanſwerable Proofs of what I contend 
for. T only wiſh, that jome Ladies now 
living amongſt us (whoſe names I forbear 
to mention in regard to their Modeſty) 
wou'd exert themſelves, and give us 
more recent Inſtances, who are both by 
Nature and Education ſufficiently qua-= 
lified to do it, which I pretend not to. 
[ freely own to the Reader, that I 
know no other Tongue befides my Natzve, 
except French, in which I am but very 

Bl moderateiy | 


Preface. 


moderately skiltd. T plead nat this 
to excuſe the meaneſs of my Performace; 
becauſe I know, 'T may reaſonably be 
asKd, why T was ſo forward to write; 
For that I have eatery given my rea- 
fons above; if they will not ſatisfie the 
Reader, he muſt endeavuor-to pleaſe 
himſelf with better, for T am very little 
ſolicitous about the matter. I ſhall on- 
ly add, that for my Good Will T hope 
the Favour of my own Sex, which will 


x 


fatisfie my Ambition. 
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To the Moſt Igor j \ "FEA 
. or her Admirable Defence 
of Her Sex. 


# 


0 g have we p the Fanrd © rods S «prac 
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to their Wit have = wn rye 
t-ſhou'd be Bankrupt, before juſt t 

So h cetfl owing Nonbec, and fine 1000 they 
wri 

But obs Ereryal T rite as pw as Wit. , 

In them, me *orce find; © 


The whole TORY y ur , eletes I; Ky 
'Our Sex Wor lo H; "O F7 

And by theit Ty: Lyran 1y ro Dy © ajgan' 

Till wanton grown with Arbitrary So 

Depos'd by you They fi's raQtice to Fd 

Proudly ſubmn ring, en ſuch Graces meet, 

Beauty by Natp Fred by Conqueſt Wir, 

For Wit they ip on their own Sex entail'd, 

Till for your, ſelf; and Sex you thus prevail d, 

Thrice happy Sex! Whoſe Foes ſuch Pow'r 

* difarms, 

And gives freſh Luftre to your native charms, 

Whoſe Nervoys Senſe courh'd 3 in | Flols Merhod 


hes, 
-  Cleaft 


Clear as her Soul, and piercing as her Eyes. 
Tf any yet ſo ſtupid ſhou'd appear, | 
As fill ro doubt, what ſhe has made ſo clear, 
Her Beautie's Arguments they would allow, 
And to Her Eyes their full Converſion owe. - 
And by Experiment the World convince. - + 
The Force of Reaſon's leſs, than that of Senſe. 
| Your Sex you with ſuch Charming Grace de- 
fend, =; ; 
While that you vindicate, you Ours amend : 
We in your Glaſs may ſee each foul defe&. 
And may not only ſee, but may corre&. : 
In vain, old Greece her Sages would compare, 
They taught what Men ſhould: be, you what 
they are. x REI oy 
With doubtful Notions they Mankind perplext, 
And with unpraQticable Precept vext. | 
In vain they ſtrove wild Paſtions to reclaim, 
Uncertain what they were, or whencethey came. 
But you,who have found ont their certain Source, 
May with a happier Hand divert .their Courſe. 
emſelves ſo little did thoſe Sages know, 
That-to their Failings We their Learning owe... 
Their _ firſt caus'd *efni to aſpire, . 
an with . fierce Wranglings, ſet all Greece on 
| OR - | 
Thus into ſeQs they ſplit the Grecian youth, : 
Contending more for Vigory than Truth. - 
Your Speculations nobler Ends perſue, 
They aim not to be Popular, but true. 
You with ſtri& Juſtice 1n an equa) Light, 
Expoſe beth Wait and Folly to our Sight. 
| Yet as the Bee ſecure on Poyſon feeds, | 
ExtraQting Honey from the rankeſt Weeds: 
So pom you in Fools Inſtruftours find, | | 
And Wiſdom 'in the Follies of mankind. | 
With purer Waves henceforth ſhall Satyr flow, 
And we.this change to yeur cheſt Labours owe; 
Satyr before from a Polluted Source | 
Brought Native Filth, augmented in its courſe. 
No longer muddy ſhall thoſe Streams 2ppear,. 
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Which you have purg'd, and made ſo ſweet, and 


Clear. 


Well may your Witto us a wonder ſeem, 
So ſtrong's the Current, yet ſo clear the ſtream, 
Deep, but not Dull, thro'*each tranſparent Line 


We ſee the Gems, which at the Bottom ſhine. 


To your CorreCton freely we ſubmir, 
Who teach us Modeſty, as well as Wit. 
Our Sex with Bluſhes muſt your Conqueſt own, 
While yours prepare the Garlands you have won, 
Your Fame ſecure long as your Sex ſhall laſt, 
Nor Time, nor Envy ſhall your Lawrels blaſt. 


| -.:f axed 
Fames Drake. 
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Ove for Money : Or,The Boarding- 
School, a Comedy, adted at 
_ the Theatre Royal. 


| The Stare of [mrmocence : Or, T he 
Fall of Marv, an Opera, Written by 
Mr. Dryden. Both Printed for 4: 


Roper and PB. Wilkinſon at the Black 
Boy in Fleetſtreet. 
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Epiftetus Euchiridon. Done into 


Engliſh-Verſe. By Mr. Walker. 
Printed for Roger Clavel at the Pea- 
cock im Fleetſtreet. | 
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"ESSAY. 


In Defence of the JL, 


Female Sex, '&« 


'HE 4 We had 
BY - 'tother.day, makes me, Dear 
- Madam, but more ſenſible 
. - of the unreaſonableneis of 
your deſire ; which obliges me to 
inform you further upon a Subject, 
wherein I have more need. of your 
inſtrutiog. The ſtrength of Judg- 
ment, ſprightly Fancy, and admira- 
ble Addreſs, you ſhew'd upon that 
Occaſions, ſpeak you lo perfect: a 
Miſtreſs of that Argument ( as I 
doubr nat but you are of any other 
that you pleaſe to engage in ) that 
whoever, would ſpeak or write 
well on it, ought firſt to be your 
| B Scholar, 


2] - 
Scholar. Yet to let you ſee how 
abſolutely you-may command-me, 
1 had rather be. your Echo, than 
| be ſilent when. You bid me ſpeak, 
and beg.your. excuſe rather. for my 
Failures, than wane of Com lacence. 
I know You will not accuſe me for 
a Plagiary,'if I return You nothing, 
but what I have glean d from You, 
when You conſider, that I pretgnd 
not to make a Preſent, but to pay 
the Intereſt only of a Debt. Nor 
can You tax me with Vanity, ſince 
no Importunity of 'a' Perſen le(s 
lov'd, or valu'd by me: than your 
ſelf, could have'extorted thus mich 


from-me. This Conſideration leaves - 


me no room to doubt bur that' you 
will with your uſual'Candour 'par- 
don thoſe DefeRs, and correct thoſe 
Errors, which proceed owty from 
an over forward Zeal to oblige 
You, though to my own Diſad- 
Vantage. 


The defence of our-SEX avainſh ſo 
many and 1o great Wits as "have ſo 
frongly artack'd it, may - juſtly 
te em a-Task- too difficulr fora Wo- 

vis - man 
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mari t6 artempr, ' Not that T cari} 
or-ought to yield, that we are by 


Nature leſs enabled for ſuch an En- 


terprize, than Men are; which I 
hope at leaſt ro ſhew plauſible Rea- 
ſons for befcre I have done: But 
becauſe through the Uſurparion of 
Men, and the Tyranny of Cuſtom 
( here in Enoland Eſpecialy ) there 
are ar moſt but few, who are by 
Education, and' acquir'd -Wit, . or 
Eetters ſufficiently quallified - for 
ſuch an Uidertaking, _ For my ow 
part: I ſhall readily own, that as 
few -45 rhiere Are, there may be, 
4nd are abundance, who in their 
daily Converſations apfirove ;them- 
felyes much” more able, -and tuſfici- 
-= Aﬀſertors' of ' our Cauſe, than 

elf; and' F-am ſorry. that” ei 
y:A their Buſineſs; their 'orher Di- 
verſions, of too great Indiilgerice of 
their:Eaſe, hinder them from 4oing 
publick' Juſtice t6 their Sex.' * 'Fhe 
Men'by litereſt or Inclinatieh'are 
fo generally etigag'd' a; paint us, 


that it is'r*6t © be: efpectkd: that 


any ene Mair 6f Wit ſhould #ciſe 10 


generous as to engage ny 6ur' Quars 
Þ - FIZ 


"I #] 

rel, and. be the Champion of our 
Sex againſt the Injuries and Op-,” 
preflions: of. his. own. Thoſe Ro- 
mantick, days are: over, and there 
is. not ſo much as a Dox Qzixot of 
the Quill left to ſuccour the diſtreſ- 
{ſed Damſels. 'Tis true, a Feint 
of ſomething of this Nature was 
made three.or four Years ſince by 
one; but how much ſoever his. Eu- 
genia may 'be oblig'd to him, I am 
of Opinion the®reſt of her Sex are 
bur little beholding ro him. Fox as 
you aig rightly obſery'd, Madam, he 

as taken. more care to; give an 
Edge to his Satyr, .than. force | to 
his, Apology; he bas play'd a ſham 
Prize, [and receives more. thruſts 
than he makes; and like a falſe Re- 
negade fights under our Colours 
only for a fairer Opportunity of be- 
traying us. . But what could be ex- 
petted elſe from a Beau? An Anni- 
 ma[- that can no more commend in 
earneſt, ,a,, Womans Wit, than a 
Man's, Perion, and. thar compli- 
ments'ours, oaly; to ſhew his own, 
| good. Breeding and Parts. He le-. 
vols: his Scandal A. the whole $i, 

anc 
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>. 
and thinks us ſufficiently fortified, 
if out of the Story of Two Thou- 
ſand'' Yeats he has been 'able to 
pick up a few Examples of Women 
illuſtrious for their Wir, Learning 
or Vertue, and Men infamous for 
the contrafy ; though I think the 
moſt invetefate' of our Enemies 


would have ſpar'd-him thar labour, 
by granting thit'all Ages haye pro- 


die'd Perſons farmons or infamous 
of both” Scxes'; 'or they muſt ew 
up all prereh6e to Key, 


Reaſon. 


Ch "x. P £ 
* F " 
j $ 


I have mhithir T:eariiinj bot In- 
clination to make a 'Precedctit, or 


indeed any we! of Mr. Ws. fabgut'd 
"Common Place "Book ; "nl #hall 


leave Pedants and School-Boys to 
rake and tumble the Rubbiſh of 
Antiquity, and muſter aff the*7e- 
reve and Herdins they cant find to 
furnifh es: As ) weerched 


Harangue, of fitff a miſct#hle De- 


clamation with; Tafftead of _— or 


[ 


i Bi 397554 I 


" 


- _— bs ; 


® 


[6] 


Sm; ad- T ſhall not enter. into any, diſþutg, 
van:£6 whether Men, or Women, be gene: 
to thedif- rally, more ingenious,., or learned, | 
peri I that Point muſt be giyen up to the | 
Rx advantages Men have over us by 
their Education,” Freedom of Con- | 
yerſe, and: variety of Buſineſs and | 
Y | Company. But when any Compa- 
 riſon is. made between 'em, 'great 
allowances muſt be. made for the | 
diſparity .of - thoſe Circumſtances. | 
Neither, ſhall 1 contgſt about the | 
reheminence of opr Virtues ;. I 
Ja there are too many Vicious, 
and TI hope there are a great many 
Virtyous, of both .Sexcs. Yet this 
I may.ſfay, that whatever Vices are 
$ rr. amongſt. us;; haye- in general 
oth their. ſource, and | cnFOYrage | 
Fear from them. LTD ; 
TH a a1 
© Queſtion, bi Hal at. - preſent | 
he is,., whether. the. time an-in- | 
-genious, Gentlemen, ſpends , in, the © | 
Company; of Women, may. juſtly | 
 be-ſaid tro. he. miſemploy' d, 0rnot? | 
T put % queſtion in encral terms; | 
becauſe whoever holds the affitma- 
tive muſt maintain it ſo, or the Sex 
O 
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i3 no way.concern'd to oppoſe him. 


On-the: other ſide, I ſhall not main-- 
tain. the Negative, but with -fomc 
Reftritions and: Limitations; be- 
cauſe I will not. be bound to juſti- 
fe thoſe Women, whoſe Vices and 
ili Conduct expoſe them deſerved- 
ly to the: Cenſure of the other Sex, 
as well as of their own. The Que- 
ſtipn being thus ſtated, ler us con- 
ſider the end and purpoſes, for which 
Converſation was at firſt inſtituted, 
and. is. yet deſirable; and.then we 
ſhallſee, whether they may nor all 
þe found in the Company of Wo- 
men. [Theſe;.Ends, I take it, are 
the ſame with [thoſe we aim at-in 
all our othex ,Actions; in general 
only two, Profit or Pleaſure. Theſe 
are divided into thoſe of the Mind, 
and thoſe of the Body. Of the 
latter I ſhall take no further .No- 
tice, as having no Relation-to the 
prefent -Subje&t; but ſhall confine 
my {elf wholly to the Mind, the 
Profit of which is the Improyemcat 


of the Underſtanding, and. the 


Pleaſure is the Diycrfion, and-Re- 
Jaxafions of its Cares and Pafſions. 
| "» 4. Now 


[3] 


Now iF either of theſe Ends be :ar- 


tainable by the Seciety'6f: Wolnen, 
I have gaitid thy Point, HWeves. 


I hope to makeir appear, thar they 
are not only both to be mer with it 
the Converſation -of Women, but 
one of therfi more generally, and in 
gtcarey meaſure than in Mens. 


' Ons Coinpany is ederath* 4 
our: Adverſaries repreſented as un- 
profitable' and irkfome' to Men ' of 
Senſe; 'and- by ſomne of -the | metre 
vehenient Sticklers- againſt - us,'as 
Criminal, Theſe Tmpurtariotis as 
they are unjuſt, eſpecially the lat- 
cer, ſothey ſavour ſtrongly of the 
Malice, Arrogance and Sottiſhneſs 
of- choſe; that moſt frequently urge 
'<m; Who are commonly either con- 
ceited F ops, Whoſe "ſucceſs in their 
Pretences to the fayour of our Sex 
has been 'no greater than their Me- 
fit, and fallen very far ſhort of their 
Vanity and Preſumption, or a ſort 
of mioroſe , ill-bred, unthinking 
Fellows, who appear to be Men 
only by their Habit and Beatds, 
and afreſcarce diſtinguiſhable from 

Brutes 
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Brutes,but by their Fi igure ahd Ri- 
ſibility. Butr'l ſhall wave thefe-Re- 
flections' at preſent; however juſt, 
and eome clofer to our Argument. 
If Women are Hor qualified for the 
Converſation 6f ingeftiious Men, or, 
to go yer further, their friendſhip, 
it muſt- be becauſe they wanr ſame 
one condition, or more, neceſſarily 
requiſite to either. The neceſlary 
Conditions of theſe are Senſe, and 
my nature; to which muſt be ad- 
ed, for: FrietJfhip, Fideltry and 
Integrity.” New if any 6" thefe 
be wanting to'vur Sex, ir miſt be 
either becaufe Nature has not been 
ſo liberat:; a5 ko beſtow "ein phon 
ikea, ro caltivare thoſe Gifts to A 
competent.” Heaſute in us. ©" ” 


"The Gt oF. ihe Cavſes3 is, "that 
which is mhbſt 'generally wrg' 'd a- 
gainſt us, 'whether 'ir bein Raille- 
ry, or Spiphr. T might cafi]y cur 
this part of the ___ ſhorr, 
by an irrefragable | Argument, which 
is, that the expreſs intent; and rea- 
jon for which Woman was: created, 

Was 


[10] 
was to.be.a Com anion, and help 
- meet to. Man; an that conſequenr-= 
\ l1y thoſe, that deny, em to be.1o, 
muſt argue. a Miſtake in, Provi- 
dence, and: think themſelves. wiſer 
than their Creator. : : But theſe Gen>, 
tlemen are generally. ſuch paſſionate 
Admirers, of rhemlelves; and have 
ſuch--a, profound yalue.. and .reves | 
rence for their own Parts, that, they, | 
are ready -at any. time, to ſacrifice | 
their Religion ro the, Repurarion , of | 
their Wit, and rather. than loſe | 
their point, . deny rhe: -rruth of the .| 
Hiſtory. There are. others, that | 
rhough they allow the. [Story , yet | 
affirm,.. that the prqpagation,: and 
continuance of Mankind, was the 
only Reaſon for which we were | 
made; as if. the Wisdom. thar firſt | 
made Man, cou'd not without trou-- | 
ble have continued the. Species, by ' 
the ſame, or any ather; Method, had | 
not this been mol} conducive to his 
happineſs, which was the gracious | 
and only;cnd'of his Creation. Buy | 
rheſe ſuperficial Gentlemen wear | 
their. Underſtandings' like . their 


Ciothes, 'always ſer; and formal, 
and 
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and wow'd no _. more .Talk_ than 
Dreſs out of. Faſhion ; Beau's, that 
' rather than; any part of their out- 
| ward: Figure, ſhou'd be damag'd; 
 wou'd wipe the dirt off thejr ſhoes 
with their Handkercher, and that 
value themſelves infinitely. more 
upon modiſh Nonſenſe, : than upon 
the beſt Senſe agajnſt the :Faſhion. 
Bur ſinge Ido. nor intend to- make 
this: a religious Argyment, I ſhall 
leave all further Conſiderations of 
| this Nature to the Divines, whole 
*} more immetliate Buſineſs and. "Stu- 
| dyit is, to .afſert the Wiſdom of . 
q Providence in the: Order and diftri- 
' bution of this World; againi} 3 Har 
| fhall oppoſe IF Wo 
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E To -ogiainh "S., if: we - he vs din 

| © naturally defeiive, the Defect,muſt #ioo/Scx- 

be either jn- Soul, or Body... Inthe ©” _ 
Soul it can't--be, if - what, I: haye 
hear'd ſome, learned * Men-maintain; 
| Þe;;trues that. all\Souls ,areiequal, 
| and a like;; and; thar , conſequently 
| there is no-ſugh diſtinftion, as Male 
and Female-Son!s ; that 'there . are 
no innate dean's, but that. all the 
Notions 
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Notions'we have, are'deriv'd from 
our External Senſes, either imme- 
diarely,'-or by Reflection.. Theſe 
Metaphyſical Speculations, I muſt 
own, Madam, require much more 
Learnihg,and 4 ſtronger Head, o_ 
I cati pretend to be- Miſtreſs of, t 

be confider'd as they ought : Yet ; 
ſo bold 'I may be, as'to undertake | 
the defence of theſe Opinions, when 
any of out jingling Opponents think | 
fir to refure em.” '- 08 
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Nv adore NN hlvrian it "__ in Tg Body's if 
rage inthe] may credit the *Report of fear- * 
kn ned hyficians ) for there is no dif- | 

| Buiies, ference in the Organization of thoſe 

Parts, which have any relation to, 
or influence - over the Minds ; bur 
the Brain, and all: other Parts ( which 
I ath'-not Anatotnift -enough ro 
name) are contriv'd 'as- well forthe | 
plentiful - ' conveyanice- "of S$pitits, þ 
which are' held to'be the immedi- | 
ate Inſtruments of Senſation, in Wo- 
mer, as- Men. ' I fee - therefore no 
natural Impediment in'the ſtructure 
of out Bodies; nor does Experience, | 
Or Obſeryation arpue any: We ufeall | _ 


Our 
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| . our Natural Faculties, as well as 
Men, nay, and our Rational too, de- 
dudting only for the adrangages be be- 
fore mentioned. 


'. Let us appeal. yer further to Ex- ann 
perience, and obſerve thoſe Crea-'J;;,.. 
cures that deviate leaſt from ſimple Bru. 
: Nature, and ſee if we can find a- 
| ny difference in.. Senſe, or under- 
ſtanding between Males and Fe- 

' males. In theſe we may ſee Na- 
| ture plaineſt, who lie under no 
conſtraint of Cuſtom or | Laws , 
bur thoſe of Paſſion or Appetite, 
which are Natures, and know no 
_ difference of Education, : nor. re- 
ceive any Byals by prejudice. We 
ſee. great diſtance in Degrees of 
Underſtanding, Wir, Cunning and 
* Docility ( call them what you 
pleaſe ) berween the ſeveral Species 
of Brutes. An Ape, a Dag, a 
Fox, are by . daily Obleryarion 
found to be. .more  Docile, and 
more Subrtile than an Ox, . a Swine, 
or a Sheep. But aShe Ape is as full 
of, and; as ready, , at, Imitation- as 
a He;.4a Pitch, will {learn as- many 
Ro 1ricks, 
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Tricks'iniss ſhort a'time as x Dog, 
a Female Fox has as many. Wiles 
as a Male ; a thouſind-inſtances of 
this kind might be produc'd, but F 
think theſe are ſo. plain, that to 
inſtance more were a {uperfltous la- 
bour ; I ſhall only once more take 
notice, thar in Brutes, and other A- 
nimals, there is ' no difference be- 
rwixt Male and Fenidle in point of 
Sagacity, notwithſtanding there is 
the ſame diſtin&tion of 'Sexes; that 
is between Men and. Women. I 
have read, 'that ſome Philoſophetrs' 
have held Brutes to be no' mere 
than'meer Machines; a: ſort of -Di- 


vine Clock-work, 'that Ac only by . 


the force of nice* uriſeen” Springs 
without. "Senſation, and - &ry* our 
without feeling Pain, Eat withour 
Hunger ,' Drink ' without 'Thirſt,' 


fawn upon their Keepers without 


ſeeing *'em, hunt  Hares' Withour 
Smelling, Sc. Here Madim is co- 


ver for our- Antaponiſts'againſt the 


_ laſt Argument ſo thick,” thar there 
is no” beating *em out. For 'my 
part; T ſhall not envy 'em their re- 
fuge, let 'em like the wild 7ri/Þ 

5 ſecure 
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ſecure themſelves within theirBoggs; 
the field is*atleaſt ours, ſo long as 
1 they keep to their Faſtneſſes. But to 
| quit this Topick, I ſhall only add, 

that'if the learnedeſt He of 'em all 
can convince me of the truth of 
this Opinion, He will very much 
ſtagger my Faith; for hitherto I 
have been able to obſerve no dif- 
ference between 'our Knowledge 
and theirs, but a gradual one; and 
depend upon Revelation alone, 

| that our Souls are Immortal, and 
| theirs not. 


' But if an Argument from Brutes, Experience 
* and other Animals, ſhall not be al- 9 Mina. 
. low'd as concluſive, (though I can't 
| ſee, why ſuch an Inference ſhould 
not be valid, ſince the parity of 
Reaſor is. the ſame on both fides 
in this Caſe.- "I ſhall defire thoſe 
that hold againſt us, to obſerve the 
| Country People, 1 mean, the in- 
| teriour ſort of- them, ſuch as not 
having Stocks' to follow Husban- 
dry upon their own Score, ſubſiſt 
upon their daily Labour. For a- 


—_—_ theſe, though nor fo equal 
as 
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as that, of ' Brutes, yer the Condi- 
tion of. the two.. Sexes 15. more lc- 
vel,: than- amongſt Gentlemen. Ci-, | 
ty Traders, or rich Yeomen. :Ex- | 
amine. them -in their ſeveral Buſi- 
neſles, and their Capacities, will ap- | 
pear equal; but ralk to them of. ! 
things indifferent, and out, of the. | 
Road of their conſtant Employment, | 
and the Ballance will. fall on .our: | 
ſide, the Women will-be found. the | 
more -ready-. and 'ipalite. Let us, | 
look a lirtle further, and view our; | 
Sex in a ſtate of more improves: | 
ment, amongſt our Neighbours the 
Dutch. There we ſhall fidd them 
managing. not only: the Domeltick 
Afairs of tne' Family, but making, |: 
and receiving all Payments as well | 
great aS-{ſmall, keeping: the Baoks, | 
ballancing the Accounts, and do- | 
ing all the Buſineſs, eyen the niceſt | 
of Merchants, with as;much Dexte- | 


rity arid Exactneſs as their, or our: | 
Men - can do. And':J haye - often | 
hear'd ſome. of opr- conſiderable | 
Merchants blame the-conduct of our | 
Country-Men it this ,point ; that 
they . breed our Women fo igno- 

- rant 
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rant of Buſineſs; whereas were 
they taught Arithmetick, and 0- 
ther Arts which require not much 
bodily ſtrength, they mighr ſupply 
the places of abundance of luſt 

Men now employ'd, in ſedentary 
Buſineſs ; which would be a migh- 
ty profit to the Nation by ſending: 
thoſe Men to Employments, where 
hands and Strength are more. re- 


_ quir'd, eſpecially at this time when 


we are in ſuch want of People. 
Beſide that it might prevent. rhe 
ruine of many Families, which is 
often occaſion'd by the Death of 
Merchants in full Buſineſs, and 
leaving their Accounts, perplex'd, 
ind embroild, to a Widdow and 
Orphans, who underſtanding no- 
thing of the Husband, or Father's 
Buſineſs, occaſions the Rendinsg, and 
oftentimes the utter Confounding X 
fair Eſtate ; which might be pre- 
vented, did the Wife but under- 
ſtand Merchants Accounts, and 
were made acquainted with the 
Books. 


C 1 have 
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I have yet another Argument 
from Nature, which is, that the 
very Make and Temper of our Bo- 
dies ſhew that we wcre never de- 
ſign'd for Fatigue ; and the Viva- 
city of our Wits, and Readineſs of 
our Invention ( which are confeſs'd 
even by our Adverſaries) demon- 
ſtrate that we were chiefly intend- 
ed for Thought,and rhe Exerciſe of 
the Mind. Whereas on the contra- 
ry it is apparent from the ſtrength 
and ſize of their Limbs, the Vi- 
gour and Hardineſs of their Con- 
ſtitutions, that Men were purpoſe- 
ly fram'd and contriv'd for Action, 
and Labour. And herein the Wil- 
dom and Contrivance of Providence 
is abundantly manifeſted ; for as 
the one Sex is fortified with Cou- 
rage and Ability to undergo the 
neceflary Drudgery, or providing 
Materials for the ſuſtengnce of 
Life in both ; ſo the other is fur- 
nifl”'d with Ingenuity and Prudence, 
f.r the orderly management and 
cifiriburtion of it, for the Relief and 
C:mfort of a Family; and is over 
and abuye enricl'd with a peciſfiar 
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Tendernefs and Care requiſite r6 
rhe_cheriſhing their poor helpleſs 
Off-ſpring. 1 know our Oppoſers 
uſually miſcall our quickneſs of 

Thought, Fancy and Flaſh, and 
chriſten their own heavineſs by the 
ſpecious. Names of Judgment and 
Solidity ; ; bur ir 1s eaſie to retorr. 
upon 'em the reproachful Ones of 
Dulneſs. and Stupidity with: more 
Juſtice. 1 ſhail purſue this Point 
- further, bur continue firm in my 
| Perſuaſion, that Nature has not 
been ſo niggardly to us, as our 
Adverſaries would infinuare, till I 
ſee better Cauſe. to the contrary, 
than I have hitherto ar any time 
done. Yet I am ready to yield 
to Conviction, whocyer offers 
it; which I don't ſuddenly ex- 
peCt. 


It remains then for us to enquire, 
whether th: Bounty of Nature be 
wholly neglected, or ſtifled by us, 
or ſo far as to make us uny orthy 
the Company of Men ? Or whether 
our Education ( as bad as it is ) 


be nor ſufficient ro make us a vſc- 
CG tz fit} 


/ [20 | 
' ful, nay, a neceſſary part oc 
for the greateſt part of Mankind. 
This cauſe is ſeldom indeed urg'd 
againſt us by the Men, though it 
be the only one that gives 'em a- 
ny advantage over us in under- 
ſtanding. But it does not ſerve 
their Pride, there is no Honour to 
be gain'd by it: For a Man ought 
no more to. value himſelf upon be- 
ing Wiſer than a Woman, if he 
owe his Advantage to a. betcer E- 
ducation, and greater means of  In- 
formation, than he ought to boaſt 
of his Courage, for beating a Man, 
when his Hands were bound. Nay, 
it would be ſo far from Honourable 
to contend for preference upon this 
Score, that they would thereby at 
once argue themſelves guilty both 
of Tyranny, and of Fear: I think 
I need not have mentioned the lat- 


Women it 


auſtrioufy Cr; for none can be Tyrants, but 


keyt in 1;- Cowards. For nothing makes one. 


mew Party laviſhly depretis another, but 
th-ir fear that they may at one 
time cr other become Strong or 
Couragtous enough to make them= 
ſeives equal to, if not ſupcriour to 


tacir-. 
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their Maſters. This is' our Caſe ; 
for Men being ſenſible as well of 
the Abilities of Mind in our Sex, 
as of the ſtrength of Body in their 
own, began to grow Jealous, that 
we, who in the Infancy of the 
World were their Equals and Part- 
ners in Dominion, might in pro- 
ceſs. of Time, by Subtlety and Stra- 
* tagem, become their Superiours ; 
- | and therefore began in good time 
” | to make uſe of Force ( the Origine 
" | of Power) to compel us to a Sub- 
; | yJection, Nature never meant ; and 
{ made uſe of Natures liberaliry. to 
them to take the benefit of her 
kindneſs from us. From thar time 
they haye endeavour'd to train us 
up altogether to Eaſe and Igno- 
rance ; as Conquerors uſe to do to 
choſe, they reduce by Force, that 
ſo they may diſarm 'em, both of 
Courage and Wir; and conſ{cquent- 
* ly make them tamely give up their 
{ Liberty, and abjeRly ſubmir their 
' Necks to a ſlavihh Yoke. As the 
World gzew more Populous, and 
Mens Neceſſities wherted their In- 
ventions, fo it increas'd their Jea- 
—_ louſle, 
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louſy, and ſharpen'd their Tyranny | 

over us, till by degrees, it came to 

that heighr of Severity, I me ſay 

Cruelty, it is now at in all the 

Eaſtern parts of the Wurid, where | 

the Women, like our Negroes in | 

our Weſtern Plantatjons, are born | 

ſlaves, and live Priſoners all their | 

Lives. Nay, ſo far has this barba- | 

rous Humour prevail'd, and ſpread 

it ſelf, that in ſome parts of Zurope, | 

which pretend to be moſt refin'd 

and civiliz'd, in ſpite of Chriſtiani- 

ty, and the Zeal for Religion which 

they ſo much afte,our Condition is 

not very much better. And even 

in France, a Country that treats our 

Sex with more Reſpe&t than moſt 

121, 40. We are by the Salique Law ex- 
KIYVTTINA . CG. 

o ths 5al;. cluded from Soveraign Power. The 

que Law. French are an ingenious People, and | 

| the Contrivers of that Law knew {| 

well enough, that We were no leſs | 

capable of Reigning, and Governing 

well, 'than themſelves ; bur they 

were ſuſpicious, that if the Regal 

Power ſhou'd fall often into the 

hands of Women, they would fa- 

your their own Sex, and might in 
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time reſtore *em to their Primitive: . 
Liberty and Equality with the Men, 
and ſo break rhe neck of that un- 
reaſonable Authority they ſo much 
affect over us; and therefor® made 
this Law to prevent it. The Hi- 
{torians indeed tell us other Rea- 
ſons, but they can't agree among 
themſelves, and as Men are Parties 


againſt us, and therefore their Evi- 


dence may juſtly be rejected. To 
ſay the truth, Madam, I can't tell 
how to proveall this from Ancient 
Records ; for if any Hiſtories wer 

anciently written by Women, Time 
and the Malice of Men have efte- 
ctually conſpird to ſ{uppreis 'em ; 
and it is not reaſonable to think 
that Men ſhou'd tranſmit, or ſuffter 
to be tranſmitted to Poſterity, any 
thing that might ſhew the weak- 
neſs and illegaliry of their Title to 


a Power they {till exerciſe fo arbi- 


trarily, and are ſo fond of. But 
ſince. daily Experience ſhews, and 
their own Hiſtories tell us, how ear- 
neſtly they endeavour, and what 


. they a; andſutfter to put the ſame 


Trick upon one another, tis natu- 
C 4 ral 
8: 
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ral to ſuppoſe they took the ſame 
meaſures with us ar firſt, which 
now they have effeted, like the 
Rebels in our laſt Civil Wars, when 
they had brought the Royal Party 
under, they fall together by the 
4mazons ; Ears about the Dividend. The Sa- 
»-y they cred Hiſtory takes no notice of a- 
rejeffed the | A : 
$9:5:2y of ny ſuch Authority they had before 
Ar. the Flood, and their Own conicſs 
[ that whole Nations have rejected it 
ſince, and not ſuffer'd a Man to live 
amongſt them, which cou'd be for 
no other Reaſon, than their Tyran- 
ny. For upon leſs provocation the 
Women wou'd never haye been ſo 
fooliſh, as to deprive themſelves of 
the-benefir of that Eaſe and Sccu- 
rity, which a good agreement with 
their Men might have afforded 'em. 
Tis true the ſame Hiſtories tell us, 
that there were whole Countrics 
where were none but Men, which 
border'd upon 'em. Burt this makes 
| ſtill for us ; for it ſhews that the 
Conditions of their Society werc 
not ſo eaſe, as to engage their Wo- 
men to ſtay amonſt 'em ; but as li- 
berty preſented ir ſelf, they with- 


Grew 
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| drew, and retired to the Amazons : 
But! ſince our Sex can hardly boaſt 
of ſo great Privileges, and 1o eaſfic 
a Sertitude any where as in Eng- 
land, I cut this ungrateful Digreſ- 
ſion ſhort in acknowledgment; tho' 
Fetters of Gold are ſtill Fetters, and 
the ſofteſt Lining can never make 
'em 1o eallie, as Liberty. 


You will excuſe, I know Madam, 
this ſhort, bur neceſſary Digreſſion. , 
| call it neceſſary, becauſe ir ſhews 
2 probable Reaton, why We are at 
this time in ſuch ſubjection to them, 
withour leſſening the Opinion of 
our Senſe, or Natural Capacities, 
either at preſent, or in time 
paſt; beſide that ir briefly lays 0- 
pen without any Scandal to our 
Sex, Why our Improvements are ac 
preſent ſo diſproportion'd to tho.e 
of Men. I wou'd not have any of 
our little, unthinking Adverſaries 
triumph” ar my allowing a difpro- 
portion between the Improvements 
of our Sex, and theirs; and I am 
ſure thoſe of 'cm that are ingenious 
Men, will ſee no reaſon for it from 
what I have faid. After 
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After having granted ſo preat a | | 
diſparity as I have already done in | * 
the cuſtomary Education, and ad- | *' 
vantagious Liberties of the Sexcs, | 
'twere Nonſenſe to maintain, that | | 
our Society 1s generally and upon | 
all accounts as Beneficial, Impro- | + 
ving and Entertaining, as that of | - 
Men. He muſt be a very ſhallow |} 
Fellow, that reſorts to, and fre- 
quents us. in hopes by our mcans 
to make himſelf conſiderable, as a 
Scholar, a Mathematician, a Phi- 
loſopher, or a States-man. Theſe 
Arts and Sciences are the reſult on- | 
ly of much Study, and great Expe- 
rience; and without one at leaſt of 
'em are no more to be acquir'd by 
the Company of Men, however 
celebrated for any, or all of them, 
than by ours, Bur there are other 
Quallifications, which are as indif- 
penſably neceflary to a Gentleman, 
or any Man, that wou'd appear to 
Adyantage in the World, which 
are attainable only by. Company, 
and Converſation, and chiefly by 
ours. Nor can the greateſt. part of | 
Mankind, of what Quality focver, 
, Fr boaſt 
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2 | boaſt much of the uſe they make, 
a | or the en they reap from theſe 
|. | acknowledg'd Advantages. So that 
- | Scholars oniy, and ſome few of 
t | the more thinking Gentlemen, and 
1 | Men oi Buſineſs, have any juſt 
- | claim to 'em. And of theſe the 
f | firſt generally fall ſhort enough 75%. 
7 | ſome other way to make the Bal- dar. 
. | Jance even. For Scholars, though 
s | by their acquaintance with Books, 
2 © and converſing much with Old Au- 
- | uthers, they may know perfectly 
> | the Senſe of the Learned Dead, 
. | and bc perfedt Maiters of the Wil- 
. | dom, be throughly inform'd of the 
* State, and nico); skill'd in the Po- 
- | licies of Ages Jong {ince paſt, yet 
, | by their reiir'd and unacive Life, 
their neglect oi Buſineſs, and con- 
| ſtant Converſation with Antiquity, 
' they are ſuch Strangers to, and 
' fo ignorant of the Domeſtick Af- 
fairs. and Manners of their own 
Country and Times, that they ap- 
pear like the Ghoſts of Old Reo» 
mans rais'd by Magick. Talk to 
them of the Aſſyrian, or Per/tan 


Monarchies, the Grecian or Roma 
—_— ; Cc me 
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Common-wealths. They anſwer like 
Oracles, they are ſuch finiſh'd State- 


men, that we ſhou'd ſcarce take | 
'em to have been leſs than Con- | 
fidents of Semiramis, Tutors to | 
Cyrus the great, old Cronies of So | 


lon and Lycurgus, or Privy Coun- 
cellours at leaſt ro the Twelve Cz- 
fars ſucceſſively ; but engage them in 
a Diſcourſe that concerns the preſenc 
Times, and their Native Country, 
and they hardly ſpeak the Language 
of it, and know fo little of the af- 
fairs of it, that as much might rea- 
ſonably be expected from an ani- 
mated £Egytian Mummy. They 
_ are very much diſtyrbed to ſee a 

Fold, or a Plait amiſs in the Picture 
of an Old Roman Gown, yet take 
no notice that their own are thred- 
bare out at the Elbows, or Rag- 
ged, and ſuffer more if Priſciar's 
Head be broken than if it were 
their own. They are excellent 
Guides, and can dire& you to e- 
very Ally, and turning in. old: Rome ; 
yet. loſe their way at home in their 
own Pariſh. They are mighty ad- 
mirers of the Wit and Eloquence of 
6 the 
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the Ancients ; yet had they liv'd 
in the time of Cicero, and Cz/ar 
wou'd have treated them with as 
much ſupercilious Pride, and diſre- 
ſpect, as they do now with Revye- 
rence. They are great hunters of 
ancient Manuſcripts, and have in 
great Veneration any thing, that 
has ſcap'd the Teeth of Time and 
Rats; and if Age have obliterated 
the Characters, 'tis the more valu- 
able for nor being legible. Bur if 
by chance they can pick out one 
Word, they rate it higher than the 
whole Author in Print, and wou'd 
give more for one Proverb of Solc- 
mou's under his own Hand, then 
for all his Wiſdom. Theſe Super- 
ſtitious, bigotted Idolaters of time 
paſt, are Children in their under- 
ſtanding all their lives; for they 
hang ſo inceſſantly upon the lead- 
ing Strings of Authority, that their 
Judgments, like the Limbs of ſome 
Indian Penitents, become altoge- 
ther crampt and motionleſs for want 
of uſe. 


But 
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But as theſe Men, will hardly be | ni 
reckon'd much ſuperiour to us up- | 
on the accunnr of their Learning or | 4: 
Improvements, to feicher will I fup- | a 
poſe anorher ſort diametrically op- | 
poſite to theſe in their Humors and | L 
Ebarafier Opinions : I mean thoſe whoic An- | 0! 
ef « Cr ceſtors have been wiſe and provident; | 
799%: and rais'd Eſtates by Uieir Ingenui- | it 
ry and induſiry, and given all their | Þ: 
Poſterity after 'em Means, ;and Lei- | V 
furc ro be Fools. Theſe are gene- | ic 
rally ſent to School in their Mino- | 
rity, and were they kept there till | C 
chey came to Years of Diſcretion, | © 
mighc moſt of *em fiav, till they KL 
cou'd tuck their Beards into their | © 
Girdles before tney left carrying a | S 
Satchel. In conformity ro Cuſtom, | 
and the Faſhioa, rmey are {ent ear- | kc 
ly to ferve an Apprenticeſhip.to | l 
Letters, 2nd for cight or nine years | 4 
are whip: up and down through | d 
two or three Counties from School | " 
ro School; when being arriv'd at Six- | E 
teen, or Sevc:iteen Years of Age, | t 
and having made the uſual 7Zow Þ| \ 
of Latin and Greek Authors, they | * 
arxecall'd Home to be made Gentle- | c 
; men. 
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niet. As ſoon as the young Squire 


has got out of the Houſe of Bon- 
dage, ſhaken off the awe of\ Birch, 


and begins ro feel himſelf at; Liber- 


ty, he conſiders that. he is now 


| Learned enough, (and 'tis ten to 
{ one but his Friends are wiſe enough 


ro be of his Opinion) and thinks 


| it high time to ſhake oft the bar- 


barous Acquaintance he contracted, 
with thoſe crabbed, vexatious, ob- 
ſcure Fellows, that gave him ſo 


much trouble and ſmart at School, 


Companions by no means fit for a 
Gentleman, that writ only to tor- 


| ment and perplex poor Boys, and 
| exerciſe the tyranny of Pedants and 
; School-maſters. "Theſe prudent re- 
| ſolutions taken, .his Converſation, 
| for ſome years ſucceeding, 1s who]- 
| Iy raken up by his Horſes, Dogs 
| and Hawks ( eſpecially if his Reti- 
| dence be in the Country) and rhe 
* more ſenſleſs Animals that tend 'em. 
| His Groom, his Huntſman, and his 
| Falconer are his Tutors, and his 
| walk is from the Stable ro the Dog- 


kennel, and the reverſe of it. His 


| diverſion is drudgery, and he is in 
higheſt” 
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higheſt ſatisfaction when he is moſt 
tir d.He wearies you in the Morn- 


ing with his Sport, in the Afternoon | 


with the noiſie Repetition and Drink, 
and the whole Day with Fatigue 
and Confuſion. His Entertainment 
is ſtale Beer, and the Hiſtory of 
his Dogs and Horſes, in which he 
gives you the Pedigree of every one 
with all the exactnefs of a Herald ; 


and if you be very much in his | 
good Graces, 'tis odds, but he makes | 
you the Compliment of a Puppy of | 


one of his favourite Bitches, which 


you muſt take with abundance of 


Acknowledgments of his Civility, 
or elſe he takes you for a ſtupid, 
as well as an ill bred Fellow. He 
is very conſtant at all Clubs and 
Meetings of the Country Gentle- 
men, where he will ſufter nothing 
to be talk'd or heard of but his 
Jades, his Curs, and his Kites. Ups 
on theſe he rings perpetually Chan- 


ges, and treſpaſſes as much upon | 


the patience of the Company in the 
Tavern, as upon- their Encloſures 
in the Field, and is leaſt imperti- 
rent, when moſt drunk. 

©» ' His 
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His grand Buſineſs is to | mak& 
an | Aſſignation for a Horſe Race, 
or a Hunting Match,. and nothing 
diſcompoſes him ſo' much as : Dit» 
appointment.. Thus accomplith'd, 
and: finiſh'd for a Gentleman;:: he 
enters the -Civtt;-Eiſts,: and | holds 
the Scale of Juftice; with as - much 
Blindneſs as ſhe is faid to do. From 
hence forward his: Worſhip becomes 
as formidable: to; the; Ale-Houſes; 
as he was befpre; Familiar ; he ſizes 
an' Ale Pot, and: takes ' the.ditmen- 


' ſions of Bread with ,greart. Dexteri- 


ty and. Sagacity. He. is. the; ters 
rour of all. the, Deen! and: Poultry 
Stealers | in the + Neiphbourhood , 
and .is ſo implacable a Perſecutor 
of Poachers, that 'he keeps ar Re- 
giſter of all the Dogs: and Guns. in 
the Hundred, and.is the Scare-Beg- 
ar of the Pariſh. Short Pots, and 
unjuſtiftable Dogs and Nets, fur- 
niſh him 'with ſufficient matrcer;for 
Preſentments, to carry him: once a 

uarter to the Seſſions ; where he 


| ſays liccle, Eats and Drinks much, 


and after Dinner, Hunts over the 
laſt Chace, and fo rides ws 
| D fully 
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fully: Drunk home again. . At liome 
he Þxercifes his:Authority iti ;gran- 
ring his Letters: Pattents to: Peri- 
tidners for eretting:.. Shovel;:Board 
Tables; and Gftigier Bread 'Stajls. 
If. he happen to live near any litrle 
Borough, or Corporarion,thar ſends 
Burgelſlcs-co Parhament, he may be- 
come ambirious and ſue for the Ho- | 
four” of being - made their  Repre- | 
ſentative. / Henceforward he grows | 
Popular ,, bows: to, and / treats | 
the” Mob all round him'; and! whe- | 
ther there be .any in his Diſcourſe 
or-not,. "there is good Senſe, 'in-his | 
Kitchin and his- Cellar, which 'is | 
more:-agrecable - and” edifying.--If | 
he'be:ſo happy 'as'.to out-tap this | 
Competitour, and Drink his Neigh» | 
bouts- into an- Opinion of 'his So- | 
briety,” he is - choſen, and up he 
comes' to- that Honourable* Afſem- 
bly; where he ſhews his Wiſdom | 
beſt'by- his Silence, and ſerves'his | 
Country moſt in his abſence. - | 


_  Igive you-theſe two Charatters, 
Hadam,- as 'itreconcileable : as  Wa- 
ter and - Oyl;, to flew thats Men 
Takbs may 
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may, and do often Baffle and Fru- 
ſtrate the Effects of a liberal Edu- 
cation, as well by Induſtry as Neg- 
hgence. *Tis hard to fay, which 
of theſe two is the-more Sottiſh ; 
the firſt is ſuch, an Admirer of Let- 
ters, that he thinks it a diſparage- 
ment to his Learning to talk what 
other 'Men underſtand, and will 
fcarce þelieve thac' two, and two, 
-mdke four; under a Demonſtration 
from Eutlid; 6r a Quotation of 4- 
riſtotle >The latter: has ſuch a fear 
of Pedantry always: before his: Eyes, 
that the'thinks ir a Scandal to his 
good Breeding and Gentiliry to 
xalk Senſe;:or- write. true: Engliſh ; 
and has ſuch a:contemprible Nori- 
on of his: paſt Education, that he 
thinks: the ' Roman Poers good for 
noching! bur :ro! reach Boys to cap 
- Verſes. . For my part I think the 
Learned, and Unlearned Blockhead 
- Pretty <qual ; for 'tis all one to" 
me, whether a Man talk Nonſenſe, 
or unintelligable Senſe, I am diver- 
ted and edified alike by either ; 
the one enjoys himſelf lefs, bur ſuf- 
fets his Friends to. doit more ; the 

bas &: | orher 
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ether enjoys himſelf and his own | 
Humour enough, but will let no 
body elſe do it in his Company. 
Thus, Madam, I have ſet them be- 
fore You, and ſhall leave you to | 
determine a Point, which I cate | 
not. | 


7 Za. There are others that deſerve to | 
cien of the be brought into the Company of | 
ng mee theſe upon like Honourable Rea- | 
cient ar ſons ; but I = _ 'in reſerve | 
comm) for a proper place, where I may | 
m—_— ks! wke he ains to draw | 
their Pictures to the Life at full | 
Tength. Let us now return to our | 
Argument, from - which we have | 

had a long breathing while. Let | 

nas look into the manner ef our | 
Education, and ſee wherein it falls | 
ſhort of the Mens, and how the 
defects of ir may be, and are gene- | 
rally fapply'd.: In ouy tender years | 
they are the ſame, for after Chil- 
dren can Talk, they are promiſcu- | 
ouſly taught to Read and Write by | 
the ſame Perſons, and at the: ſame | 
time both Boys and: Girls.; - When 

_ theſe are acquir'd, which is general- 
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ly about the Age of Six or Seven 
Years, they begin to be ſeparated, 
| and the Boys are'ſent to the Gram- 
' mer-School, and'the Girls to Board- 
ing Schools, or other places, to learn 
| Needle Work, Dancing, Singing, 
| Muſick, Drawing, Painting, and 
/ other Accompliſhments, according 
| to the Humor and Ability of the 
Parents, or Inclination of the Chil- 
dren. Of all theſe, Reading, and 
Writing are the main Inſtruments 
of Converſation ; though Muſlick., 
and Painting may be allow'd to can- 
tribute ſomething towards it, as 
rhey give us an inſight into two 
Arts, that makes up a great part 
of the Pleaſures and Diverſions of 
Mankind. Here then lies the main 
Defe&, that we are taught only 
our: Mother Tongue, or perhaps 
French, which is now very faſhion- 
able, and almoſt as Familiar amongſt 
Women of Quality az Men ; where- 
as the other Sex hy means of a 
| more extenſive Education to the 
| Kknowledg of the Roman and Greet 
Languages, have a vaſter Feild for 
| their Imaginations to roye in, and 
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their Capacities thereby enlarg'd; 
To ſee whether this be {tritly —b-, 
or not, I mean in what relates: ra 
our debate, I will 'for-once ſuppoſe, 
that we are inſtrufted only in our 
own Tongue , and then enquire 
whether the Diſadvantage be fa 
great as it is commonly --imagin'd. 
| You know very well, Mazam, that 
for Converſation, it is not requiſite 
we ſhould be Philologers, Rhetorici- 
ans, Philoſophers', Hiſtorians, or 
Poets ; but only that we ſhould 
think pertinently, and expreſs our 
thoughts properly, on ſuch marters 
as are the ' proper Subjects for 4 
mixt Converſation. 'The Italians, 
a People as delicate in their Con- 
verſation as any in the World, 
have a Maxim, 'That 6ur ſelves, our 
Neighbours, Religion, or Buſineſs 
ought neyer - to be the Subjed. 
_ There are very ſubſtantial ” 00k 
bo fabjets to be given for theſe ReſtriQtions, 
fer mix? for Men are very apt to be vain, 
—_p_a " and impertinent, when they talk of 
themſelves, befides that others-are 
very jealous, and apt to ſuſpect, 
that all rhe good ings ſaid, are 
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intended as fo many arguments:.of 


preference to them. When they 


ſpcak of their Neighbours, ,they arc 
apt-out of a Principle of -Emulation 
and Envy, ———_ ro all the'race of 
Adam, to leſſen, -and tarniſh their 
Fame, whether by -open.' Seandal, 
and Defamatory Storics, and' Tales, 
or by malicious; IJafinuations, invis- 
diqus Circumſtances; ſiniſter and 
covert Reflections, This humout 


{prings from! an over fondneſs of 


our {clves, and.a, miſtaken conceir 
that, anothers loſs is an addition tg 


our own Reputation, as it like two 


Buckets, one muſk, neceſlarily riſe 
as the other gces; down. This: -1$ 


the baſeſt and moſt | ungenefous of 


all our natural. Failures, -and-;oughr 
ro be correced as much as: poſſible 
ery where ; but-more eſpecially-in 


Ttaly, where: Refentments -are (car« 
ried fo high, and Revenges profſe- 


cuted with fo much Heat and :A- 
nimoſity,., Religion is likewiſe: ve- 
ry tender there, as ;it; dil -other 
places, where the Prieſts have: 


much Power: and; Awthority. Bit 


eyen- here, where., our. dittertnoes 
fe: D4 and 
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and. diſputes have made it more 
tame, and us'd it to rough hand- 
ling, it ought carefully to be avoi- 
ded; for nothing raiſes unfriendly 
warmths amongCompany more than 
a religious Argument, which therefore 
ought to be banifht all Society inten» 
ded only for Converſation and Diver- 
. fion. Buſineſs is too dry and barren 
togive any Spirit to Converſation,or 
Pleaſure to a Company, and is there- 
fore rather to be reckon'd amo 
the Enecymbranees than Comforts of 
Life, however necellary. Beſides 
theſe, Points of Learning, abſtruſe 
Speculations ; and nice. Politicks, 
ought, in my opinioh, to be exclu- 
ded ; becauſe being things that re- 
quireemuch Reading and- Conſidera- 
tion, they are not fit'to be canvas'd 
ex tempore 'in mixt Company, of 
which *tis probable the greateſt part 
will have little to ſay to 'em, and 
will-fcarce be content to be filenr 
Hearers only ; beſides that they are 
not in their nature gay enough to 
awaken the good Humour, or raiſe 
the Mirth of the Company. Nor 
need any one to fear, that by aſs 
| | mie 
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e | limitations Converſation ſhou'd be 
* | reſtrain'd to too narrow a compals, 
- | there are ſubjeats enough that are 
7 | in themſelves neither infipid, nor 
| | offenlive? ſuch as Love, Honour, 
* | Gallantry, Morality, News, Raillc- 
- | ry, anda numberleſs train of other 
- | Things copious and diverting. Now 
| Ican't ſee the neceſlity of any other 
Tongue beſide our own, to enable 
| us to talk plauſibly, cr judiciouſly, 
| ypon any of theſe Topicks: Nay, 1 
' am very confident, that 'tis poſhible 
* for an ingenious Perſon to make a 
| very conſiderable progreſs in moſt 
parts of learning, by the help of 
Pngliſh only. For the only reaſon _ 

| I can conceive of Learning Langua- ,,,...,,.,:, 
| ges, 1s to arrive at the Senſe, Wit, be made 
or. Arts, that have been communi-  Enalith 
cated to the World in 'em. Now Bois oj. 
of thoſe that have taken the pains 

; to make themſelves Maſters of thoſe 

' Treaſures, many have been 1o ge- 
nerous as to impart a ſhare of+ 'em 

to the Publick, by Tranſlations for 

the uſe of the Unlearned ; and 1 flat- 

ter my ſelf ſometimes, thar ſeveral 

of theſe were more particularly. uns ' _ 
gt dertaken : 


- 
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dettaken by Ingenious, good Na- 
tur'd Men in Kindneſs and. Com-. 


paſſion ro our Sex. . But whatever 


the Motives wete, the obliging | 
Humour has ſo far prevail'd, thar. | 
ſcarce any thing either Ancient, or | 
Modern, that might be of general | 
- uſe, either for Pleaſure, or Inſtrus | 
Ction, is left untouch'd, and moſt | 
of them. are made entirely free of | 
our Tongue. I am no Judge ei- |þ 
ther: of the Accuracy, or Elegance | 
of ſuch Performances; but if I may. | 
credit the report of Learned and | 
Ingenious Gentlemen, ( whoſe Judg» | 
ment or Sincerity I have no reaſon | 
ro queſtion ) many of thoſe excel- | 
lent Authors have loſt - nothing by | 
. the change of Soil. I can ſee and | 
admire the Wit and Fancy of Ovid | 
in the Tranſlation of his Epiſtles, | 
and Elegies, the ſoftneſs and Paf- | 
ſion of 7ibullus, the Impetuoſity | 
and Fire of Juvenal, the Gayety, | 
Spirit - and Judgment of orace ; | 
who, tho he may appear _ very | 
difterent from himſelf through the | 
diverſity, and inequality of the | 


Hands concern'd in making him 
" _— ſpeak 
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ſpeak Engliſh, yet may , caſily be 
ouels'd at from the ſeveral excel- 


| Tent Pieces render'd by the Earl of 
Roſcommon, Mr. Cowley, Mr. Dry- 
* den, Mr. Congreve, Mr.. Brown and 
| other ingenious Gentlemen, who 
| have oblig'd the Nation with their 
| excellent Verſions of ſome parts of 
| him. Nor. is/it poſſible to be in- 
' ſenſible of the ſweetneſs and Maje- ' 


ſty of Yirgil, after having read 
thoſe little, 'but Divine Samples, 
alxcady made publick in Eng- 
liſh by Mr. Dryden, which gives 
us ſo much Impaticnce to ſee the 
whole Work entire by that admira- 


* ble Hand. I have hcard ſome in- 


genious Gentleman fay , ' That. it 


| was impoſſible to. do Juſtice in 
our Tongue to : theſe -rwo aſt 
* Celebrated Rowan Poets, and 
* I have known, others, of whoſe 
" | Judgments I -haveas high an Opini- 


on, affirm the contrary ;. my. 1gno- 
rance of Latin difables. me- from 
determining _ whether - arc in the 
right, bur the Beaury- of. what I 
have already;.ſeen.by the means of 


thoſe Gentlemen, has ſoar preju- 
Gic d, 
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dic'd me in favour of rhe latter; that ] At 
might I have 'em entire from the | ge 
ſame hands, I think I ſhou'd ſcarce | fo 
envy thoſe, who can taſt the plea- | in 
ſure of the Originals. Nor is it to | th 
the Poers only, that we ſtand in-. þ bt 
debted for the Treaſures of Antiqui- | pe 
ry, We haveno leſs Engagements to | Xl 
thoſe, who have ſucceſsfully la- | th 
bour'd in Proſe, and have made us | 
familiar with Plutarch, Seneca, Cicero, Þ tl 
and in general with all the famous | ci 
Philoſophers, Orators and Hiſtori- | ol 
ans, from whom we may at 'once | tl 
learn both the Opinions and Practi- | ti 
ces of their Times. Aſſiſted by theſe f n 
helps, 'tis impoſſible for any Woman | U 
to be ignorant that is but defirous | L 
co be otherwiſe, though ſhe know | v 
no part of Speech our of her Mo- | P 
ther Tongue. But theſe are nei- | 2 
ther the only, nor the greateſt Ad-"| d 
vantages we have; all that is excel- | a 
lent in France, /taly, or any of our | r 
neighbouring Nations is now be- | c 
come our own; to one of whom, | | a 
may be bold to ſay, we are behol- | E 
ding for mote, and greater Improve- | \ 
ments of Conyerſation, than to all | 

Anti- | 
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it | Antiquity, and the learned Langua- * 
e | ges together. Nor can I imagine The nam: 
e | for what good Reaſon a Man skill'd y 
- | in. Latin, and Greek, and vers'd in ty rftrain- 
o | the Authors of. Ancient Times ſhall * 72 *+* 

. . knowleage 
-. | be call'd Learned ; yet another who «f La: 
- | perfetly underſtands /ra/ian, French, 91d Greek | 


| Spaniſh, High Dutch, and the reſt of =—_ 
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| the Exropean Languages, 1s: acquain- 
''ted with the Modern Hiſtory of all 
| thoſe. Countries, knows their Poli- 
| cies, has div'd into all the Intrigues 
* of the ſeveral Courts, and can tell 
| their mutual Diſpoſitions, Obliga- 
| tions, and Ties of Intereſt one to a- 
* nother, ſhall after all this be thought 
' Unlearned for want of- thoſe two 
| Languages. Nay, though he be ne- 
' yer ſo. well versd in the. Modern 


- | Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, Geometry 


| and Algebra, he ſhall notwithſtan- 


ding never be allow'd that honour- 


. | able Title. I can fee but one appa- 
- | rent Reaſon for this unfair Pro- 
| cedure; which is, that when abour 


| an Age and an half ago, all the poor 


Remains; of Learning then in Being, 


| were. in the hands of the School 


men- ; 
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men. i they.- wou'd: ſuffer none r6 
paſs. Muſter, that were not deeply 


engapd'in thoſe intricate, vexarious | 
and unintelligible/Triflles, for which | 
themſelves contended with ſo much | 
Noiſe and Heat ; or at: leaſt were | 
not acquainted: with Plato and vic | 
/eotle;and their Commentators; from | 
whence the Sophiftry and Subclesþ 
ties of the Schools-at that timef 
were drawn; / This Uſurpation was | 
maintain'd by: their 'Succeſfors, . rhe | 
Divihes, Who' tg this day- pretend | 
altioft ro the Monopoly of 'Learr-| 


ing; and chou gh ſ0Mmegenetous Spi- 


fits have in good. meafure. broke | 
the! neck: of they Arbicrary, Tyrais | 
nical Authozity';' yetcan't they pre-| 
vail to extend the” name of Learn- | 
ing beyond the' Studies, ih which} 
the -Divines are: more particularly | 
converſant. Thus 'you ſhall haveſ 
*em'allow a Man to be a wiſei\Man, | 

2 good: Naturaliſt, s good Mathe-| 
matician, Politician, or Poet, but} 
not a Scholar, a learned Man, that| 
&s no Philologer. For my parr-I| 
think theſe Gentlemen have juſt in-| 
verted the uſe of the Term, and gi-| 
veit| 
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yen that'to the knowledge of wards, 
which belongs more properly to 
| Things. I take Nature to be the 
þ | great Book of Univerſal Learning, 
| which he that reads beſt in all, ot 
;| any of its Parts, is the greateſt 
| Scholar, the moſt learned: Man ; 
m and 'tis as ridiculous fora Man to 
| count himſelf: more learned than 
' another, if he have no greater ex- 
| tent of | knowledge of things, be- 
of cauſe he-is more vers'd tn'Langua- 
| ges; as it would be for an Old 
j-þ Fellow to tell a Young One, his own 
i} Eyes were better than the other's 
eÞ becauſe he Reads with Spectacles, 
| the other withour, 


"Ry | rat al dem ar Engliſh 
| Thus, Madam, you fee'' we may rc Þ 


ff come in Time to put in for Learn- 7 þ:1ps 
yl ing, if we. have 2 -mind, withour'? Comvers 
ef falling under the- Correftion of "= 
1, Pedants. But'T will let Learning 

» | alone at- preſent, becauſe I haye 

i} already baniſh'd ic (though not 

tf vutof dilreſpet ) from -mix'd Con- 

[| verſation; to which' we will” re- 

-| Lutn, and: of - which ' the greateſt, 

-| Wagazines" and Supports are ſtil 
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in Reſerve. I mean the many exs 
cellent Authors of. our, own Coun- 
try, Whoſe Works ic were endleſs 
to recounit.i: 'Where 1s Love, Ho-| 
nour and Bravery more lively re- 
preſented than in - our. Tragedies, | 
who has given us. :Nobler, - or ju-| 
ſter Pictures of Nature: than Mr. | - 
Shakeſpear 2 Where : is there a tet ſh - 
derer Paſſion, than 'in; the Maids 
Tragedy ?.; Whoſe Grief | is :more 
awful and commanding. than Mr. 
Otways? Whoſe Deſcriptions more 
Beaurifull, 'or Thoughts more Gal- 
lant than Mr. Drydeys? When I ſee 
any of their Plays a&ted,, my Paſ- 
ſf1ons move by their DireQtion, my 
Indignation, my Compaſlion, my | 
Grief are all at their Beck. Nor 
is our. Comedy at all inferiour | 
ro our: Tragedy; for, not;:to men-| 
E tion thoſe already nam'd for the | 
other part. of the Stage, who are| 
all excellent in.this too, Sir George | 
Etherege and Sir Charles Sedley | 
for neat-; Raillery and GalJantry | 
are without: Riyals, Mr. Wicherley | 
for ſtrong Wit, pointed Satyr, ſound | 
and uſeful Obſeryations is beyond | 
| T Imis | 
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2s | Imitation;' Mr. Corgreve for fpright-: 
n- | ly, gentile, eafie Wir falls ſhort of 
| no Man. . Theſe are the Maſters 
> | of the Stage; but there are others 
& | who though of an inferiour Claſs, 
s, | yet deſerve Commendation, were 


1-| that at preſent my Buſineſs. Nay, 
r. | <yen the worſt of 'em. afford us 
>| {ome diverſion ; for I find a ſort of 
s | fooliſh Pleafure, and. can laugh ar 
eF 'Mr. D—»y's Farce, as I do at the 
r.| Tricks, and ;Impertinencies cf. a 
e} Monkey; and. was 'pleaſed to ſec 
-F ithe humour;and delight gf the Ay- 
ef thor in Mr, &-=—'s. Eatipg and 
CF Drinking Play; which I fancy/d 'was 
yþ written in a ViQtualling. Houſe. In 


y | Jhort, were it not for the roo great 
r| frequency of i0oſe Expreſicas, and 
wanton Images,. I ſhould take our 
-F Theaters for the beſt Schools in che 
World of. Wir, Humanity,  an4 
.Maaners ;. which they might eatily. 
become . by . retrenching that too! 
great. Libecty. N-ither have the 4 
Poets only, but the ,Critickz roo | 
Endeavour'd ;to compleat us; Mr. 
. Dennis and Mr. Kimer have by their 
Ingenious, and 7 a labours, 
4 tavight- - 
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taught us to: adinire-the: Beauries 
as. we ought, and: to :know rhe 
faults-of -the former. Nor. are we 
leſs beltokding -ro:rhiefe for forming 
our Judgments, 'than to thoſe - __ 
raiſing: our Fancies... 739 


_—_ 


Theſsare erhe Ioncivg from'whenee | 
we draw-our gaycr-part/ of 'Cor- | 
verſation ; I: don't mean in exchuſi- 
on to the other parts of Poetry; in 
moſt 'of which (as T::have heard 
good Judpes ſay )' we: equal at feaſt 
the "Ancients, and far ſurpaſs” all 
the Moderns. -F honour:the Names, 
and admire the” Writings of :Dey- 
ham, Sackling and ' D'avenant, T'am 
raviſh' ith” the- Fancy. of Cowley, 
and the Gallantry of Walter. T re- 
verence the Fairy Queen,am-rais'd, 
and elevated with Paradiſe: Loſt, 
Prince" Arthur compoſes and reduces 
-me to-a State of Yawning--indiffe- 
rence; and: Mr. W—ſt/—y's Heroitks 
lull ime-ro'Slecp. - Thus -all Ranks 
and Degrees of Poers have their ule, 
and may beſerviceable ro ſome: bodi 
 or-othee, from the Prince, to the Pa- 
{lr Y 'E o:&,- or Paſt-board- Box-pia- 

= ker. | 
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s | ker. I ſhpyld. mention our. Saty- 
e | ziſts, but it would be. cndleſs 


e 
e | io deſcend to eyery particular, * 
Pf of theſe Mr, 014ham is admira- 

r | ble, and, te go-no further,. the ini» * 


mitable Mr; Batler will be-an eyer- 
laſting Teſtimony, of the, Wir. of 
e | his Age,. and Nation, and. bid -e- 
| i6xnal-Defiange, to the, Wits of all 

| Countries, and future Ages to fol- 
low, him ina Paths before watrack'd. 
Our ; Proſe; Writers, that .are .emi-, 
nent for a gay, Style and: Jovial. Ar- 
gument, are-lo many, chatit would. 
{well this Letter £00, mtteh. ro name 
'em, ſo that 1 ſhall only take no- 
fice, that whoeyer can read with-' 
| our PleaJure, of Laughter, 7he con- 
| {empt of the Clergy, and the - fol- 
| lowing Letters and -Dialogues by 
the 1ame:Aather, and the facetious 
Dialogue of Mr. Brow» muſt - be 
More. Spkenetick than /Zeraclzus, or 
more ſtupid, than the Als he laugh'd 
at | 


+ 
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.. Norare we leſs provided for the 
ſerious Pare. ; Morality has. gene- ' 

rally been -the Province of our 
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Clergy,who have treated of all parts 
of it very largely with ſo much 


Piety, Solidity, and Eloquence, | 


that as I think I may venture to 


Fay, they have written more upon it | 
than the Clergy of all the reſt of | 
the World; fo I believe:no Body | 
will deny that they have written | 
better. Yet I cou'd wiſh, that our | 
Ingenious Gentlemen © wou'd em- | 
ploy their Pens oftner on theſe Sub- | 
jets; becauſe the ſeverity of the | 
other's Profeſſion obliges 'em ro | 
write with an Air, and in a Style | 
leſs agreable, - and inviting to | 
 Young- People;;- Not that we are | 
without many excellent Pieces of | 
Morality, Humanity and Civil Pru- 

 denee-written by, and like Gentle- | 
men... But it is' the} Excellence of | 
em, andthe ability of our Gentle- | 
men, which appears in the Spirit, | 
| Wit, and curious Obſervations in | 


thoſe Pieces, which'make me deſire | 


more of the ſame Nature. Who can 


read the Eſſays of that Wonderful | 
Man my Lord Bac, or the no lets | 
to: be admic'd- Sir Ma/ter Raleigh's, | 


or Mi. 0:l0rn's advice to a Son, 


the | 
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the Advice to a Daughter, Six Wit- 


| liam Temple's, or Sir George Machen- 
 zie's Eſſays, Sir Roger L' Fjtrange's 
| Efop ( to which laſt we are like- 
| wiſe oblig'd for an incomparable 
| Verſion of Sexeca ) and abundance 
| of others, without wiſhing for more 
' from the ſame, ' or the like hands ? 
| Our Neighbours, the French, have 
' written a great deal of this kind, 


of the beſt oft which we have the 


* benefir in Fng/z/h ; but more parti- - 
; cularly the Sieurs Montagne, Roches= 
| faucaut, and St. Evremont, de- 
| ſerve to be immortal in all Langua- 
| ges. TI need not mention any more, 
| it is apparent from theſe, that Wo- 
' men want not the means of being 
| Wiſe and Prudenat without. more 
| Tongues than one; nay, and Learn- 
| ed roo, if they have any Ambition to 
| beſo. 


The numberleſs Treatiſes of An- 


| tiquities, Philofophy,  Mathema- 
{ ticks Matural, and other Hiſtory 
| (in which I can't paſs filently by, 


that learned One of Sir Walter Ra- 
leizh, which the World he writ of 
E 3 can tf 
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can't match ) written originally in, 
or | tranſlated to our Tongue, ars« 
ſufficient to lead us a grear way 
mto afy Science our Curioſity ſhall 


prompt. us to. 'The greateſt dif; | 
ficulty we ſtruggled with, was the | 
want of a good Art of Reaſoning, | - 
which we had not, that I know of, | 
till that defect was ſupply'd by the | 
greareſt Maſter of that Art Mr.| 
Locke, whoſe Eſſay on Human Un-} 
derftanding makes large amends for | 
the want | of all others in that 


Kind. -* 


Thus, Madam, I have endeavour'd | 


to obviate all our Adverfſary 's 


ObjeQions, by touching upon as | 


preat a Variety of things relating 


to the Subje@ as I conveniently | 
cow'd. - Yet I hope I have troubled | 


you with nothing but what was 


neceſſary to make my way clear, | 
and plain - before me; and 1 am apr | 
to think I bave made it appear, that | 
nothing bur diſencouragement,'or an | 


Idle Uncurious Humour can hinder 
vs from Rivalling moſt Men in the 


knowledge of great Variety of | 


things, 
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things, without the help" &f more 
Tongues than our Own ;-which che 
Men ſo often reproachfully- tell us 
is + enough. This - Idlenels. is buc 
to00 frequently. to be found. among 
us, but 'tis. a Fault equally com- 


mon to' both, Sexes. Thoſe that 


have means- to play rhe Fobl all 
their lives, feldom care for the 
trouble of being made wiſe. . We 
are naturally Lovers of our Eaſe, 
and have great apprehenſions of the 
difficulty of things untry'd ; Eſpeci- 
ally in matters ' of Learning, the 
common Methods of acquiring 
which are: ſo unpleaſant, \and un- 
eaſte. I doubt not bur abundance 
of noble Wits are ſtifled in both 
Sexes, for want but of ſuſpecting 


what: they were ablero do, and 
with how much facility. Experi- 


ence ſhews us every day Block- 


heads, rhat arrive at a. maderate, 


nay, ſometimes 2 great Reputation 
by their Confidence, and 'brisk at- 
rempts, Which they maintain by 
their Diligence; while great Nun- 
bers of \Men. naturally -niore- In- + 1 
2enious lye:: negleRed 1 by , - far. © ** 
40/73 E 4 want 
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want . of Induſtry to improve, 


or Conrage' to exert' themſelves. 
No - Man certainly. but wiſhes he 


had the Reputation in, and were 


Reſpected and Eſteem'd by the 
World, as he ſees ſome Men are for 
the Fruits of their Pens ;- but they 
are loth to be at the pains of an 
Attempt, or doubt their ſufficience 
ro perform; or what I believe is 
moſt general, never to enquire 10 
far into themſelves, and their own 
Abilities, as to bring fuch a thoughr 
into their Heads. This laſt 1 fancy 
js the true Reaſon, why our Sex, 
who are commonly charged with 
talking roo' much, are Guilty of 
Writing ſo little. 'I wiſh they 
would ſhake of this lazy Deſpon- 
dence; and let the noble examples 


_ of the deſervedly celebrated Mrs. 


Joyner ance 
of Latin, 
Kee. nodiſe 

Sdvantage. 


Philips, and the incomparable Mrs. 
Behn, rouſe' their Courages, and 
ſhew Mankind the great injuſtice 


of their Contempt. Iam confident |} 


they would find no ſuch need of 
the- aſſiſtance -of- Languages as is 


PR—_ imagin'd.. Thoſe that 
ive: of' their own need not graft - 


wn” | upon 
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upon Foreign Stocks. I have of- 
ren thought that the not teaching 
Women Latin and Greek, was an 
advantage to them, if it were right- 
ly conſfider'd, and might be im- 
provid to a preat heigth. For 
Girles after they can Read and 
| Write ( if they be of any Falhion ) 

are taught ſuch things as take not 
| up their whole time, and not be- 
ing ſuffer'd to run abour art liberty, 
as Boys, are furniſh'd among 0- 
ther toys with Books, ſuch as Re- 
mances, Novels, Plays and Poems; 
[ which though they read careleſsly 
| only” for Diverſion, yet unawares 
to'them, give 'em very early a con- 
ſiderable Command both cf Words 
and Senſe; which are further im- 
prov'd by their making and receiv; 
ing Viſits with their Mothers, 
which gives them bctimes the op- 
portunity of imitating, converiing 
with, and knowing the manner, 
and addreſs of elder Perſons. Theſe 
I rake to bs the true Reaſons, why 
a Girl of Fifteen 1s reckon'd as rip2 
as a Boy of One and Twenty, and 
not any natural forwardnels of 


Ma- 


+ 
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My as ſome People would 


e it. ? Theſe advantages: the E- 
jt of Boys deprives them of, 


who drudge away the Vigour of: | 
their Memories at Words, uſeleſs 
ever after to moſt of them, and at: | 
Seventeen or Eighteen are to- be- | 
gin their Alphabet of Senſe, and | 
are but where the Girles were at | 
Nine or Ten. Yet becauſe. they: | 


have learnt Latin and Greek, re- 
jet with Scorn all Engliſh Books 
their beſt helps, and 4 aſide their 
Latin ones, as if they were alrea» 
dy Maſters of all thar Learning, 
and ſo hoiſt Sail for the wide 
World without a Compals to Steer 
by. Thus I have fairly ſtated the 
difterence between us, and can find 
no ſuch diſparity in Nature or E- 
eucation as they contend for; but 
we have a ſort of ungenerous Ad- 


yerſaries, that deal more in Scans | 


dal than Argument, and when they 


can't hurt us with -their Weapons, | 


endeavour to annoy us with - ſtink 


Pots. Let us fee therefore, Mas | 


1m, whether we can't beat them 
from their Ammunition, and turn 
their 
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cheir own Artillery upon rhem ; 
for I firmly believe there is nothing, 
which they charge upon us, bur 
may, with more Juſtice, be rerorted 
upon themſelves. 


They tax us with a long Liſt of 
Faults, and ImperfeCtions, and 
ſeem to have taken a Catalcgue of 
their own Follies and Vices, not 
with deſign to correft them, but 
to ſhift off the Imputation to us. 
Fhcre is no doubr, but particular 
Women may be found, upon whom 
every Charge may be juſtified ; bur 
our Sex is not antwerable for 
chem, till they prove there are no 
fuch Men, which will not be: be- 
fore Dooms-day. However, hke ul 
Neighbours they bring the Dirr 
out of their own Homes, not oat cf 
Neatneſs, but out of Env y to their 
Neighbours, at whoſe Doors they 
lay it. But let them remove their 
Follies as oft as they pleaſe, they 
are ſtill as conſtant to them, as the 
Needle to the North Pole, they 
point them our which way ſoever 
Fey move. Let us ſee what theſe 
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Qualities are, they ſo liberally be- 
ſtow upon, and after fee how they 
fit the Donors, and ſurvey 'em 
in their proper Figures and Co- 
lours. The moſt familiar of theſe 
are Vanity, Impertinence, Envi- 
ouſneſs, Diſlimulation, Inconſtancy, 
Sc. | 


To begin with Fanity, it isa 
Failing the greateſt part of Man- 
kind are tin&tured with, more or 


leſs. For all Men are avt to flat- 


ter themſelves with a Fancy, that 
they have ſome one or more good 
Qualities, or- extraordinary Gifts, 
that raiſe 'em above the ordinary 
Level of Men ; and therefore hug 
and cheriſh, what they think 
raluable and ſingular in 'em. Ir is 
never commendable, ſometimes par- 
donable, when rhe excellencics 
arc real, and it is moderate, ſo 
much muſt be allow'd to Humane 
Frailty.. Ir is ridiculous and intol- 
lerable when ir is extravagant, miſ+ 
plac'd, or groundleſs. It is very 
injudicious, and makes men com- 


menly dote on their Defects, and 


expoſe 
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expoſe their blemiſhes by tlieir. 
Fondneſs, which makes *em more 
remarkable by the care and orna- 
ment beſtow'd on 'em. It per- 


' ſuades hard Favour'd and diſtorted 


Fellows to dreſs, and value their 


| Perſons; Cowards to pretend to 
| Courage, and provoke Beatings ; 
| Blockheads to fer up for Wit, and 


make themſelves ridiculous in Print; 
Upſtarts to brag of their Families, 
and be reminded of the Garrets they 


| were born, and the Stalls. they 


were brought up in. In Women 


| the objet*of it is their Beauty, 
| and is excuſable in thoſe that have 
| .it. Thoſe that have it not. may 
| be pardon'd, if they endeavour ar 
| It; becauſe it is the only undif- 
| Puted adyantage our Sex has over 
| the other, and what makes 'em 
| reſpected beyond all other Perfecti- 
| ons,” and is alone ador'd. In Men 
| it has not only this Object, but 
| all rlioſe before mention'd, and a 


hundred other.* It is admirably 
leenin Writing, reciting Fop Au- 
thor; is in full Luſtre in a Beau, 
bur its moſt unlucky ProfpeR is in 

A 
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4 -Swaggering Coward, ,who is 4 
Fool: beyond -the; Conviction -.of 
Chara Smart. 'His 'Coyrage' is like an 
ef # Bully. Agye Fit, .that kaves him upOn-A | 
Fright,' and returns, when he is | 
out.: of [che reach; of a Cydgel. | 
He fpends: much .tame in the Fea- | 
cing;: School, and Fights -brisk!y | 
whereithere is no danger of Woalnds | 
nor : Smart. His; Hands: are. inftru- | 
Qed, bur his Heels do' him all the | 
Service: : He is a- nice: obſerver of | 
Porftidio's, and takes: more At- | 
frams '/than arc given ;him. He | 
draws firſt, and iruns (fifft, and->if | 
ever. he:;makes anather Man .run; | 
it.as after him. :He:;is a Pebble chat | 
fparckles:hke-a Djamond, but wants 
hardneſs; |:He talks perpetually - of | 
what . he will do, but thinks can- | 
tinvally/of what: he ſhall ſuffer. He | 
is\often: in Quarrels, yet feldam. is | 
Rencounters:; .and..is: glad. of a | 
Challenge., that}, be: may 4now | 
whom, [and when to.:avoid. He | 5 
brings:up: the Rear -at; an iEngage- | x 
ment;- and leads the. Van inthe | a 
Rerecat: +He. is a Man; of much | << 
Paſtion, bur the moſt: predominant | -h 
=_ 
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1s. his Fear. He bfters affronts-rea- 
dily, but has too much honour-to 
:juftifie them, and will, ſubmit . to 
_ :any. terms of fatisfaQion rather than 
-occalion Blood-fhed. He is ſo full 


| :of Courage, that it boils over when 
' there is no occaſion, and his Sword 
and Perſon are always at Leiſure, 
and ar your Service, til -you want 
them, and then' to his great 'Trou- 


| ble, he is/ always, indiſpenſably en- 


,.gap'd. otherwiſe. He wears Red, 


| [anda long Sword openly to. ſhew 


this Valour, :and Mar! privately to 
| -thew his Diſcretion. He threatens 


 [terribly, bur he is like-a Witch, if 
| you draw Blood of him, he has no 
| Powerto/hurt you. No Man ſhews, 
| or” boaſts more of his :Scars -wath 
| "Tefs Reafon. -: He ſcorns. to; rake a 
| blow in the Fate, and a Back-picce 
| * as pgoodito him as a whole fuic 

of Armour. He-1s at farft»the Fer- 


rour- bf: all: the - Toungi Bulkes, at 


| Jaſt their May-game,and they blood 
| thieir Cub ' Heers upon (Sam; as 
ality do young Beag/erroma. Fare. 


Good uſage "makes -him inſolent, 
'butthe -fawns. like» a. Spaniel. maſt 
"6 upon 
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fipon thoſe that-beat him. When | 
he is'diſcover'd by all the reſt of the | 
World,- the Ghear pales ſtill 'upon | 
himſelf, and he is pleas'd with the | 
terrible Figure he makes in his 
Glafs, tho' he is ready to crapaighy At 
his own Shaddow. 


Chrafer There-are men Fa an hot: F Led 
: ug **" rely oppoſite ro this; yer e'ry whit | 
as Mad, Fooliſh,” and Vain; theſe | 
are your'' Men of nice Honour, | 
that love-Fighting for - the. ſake. of | 
Blows, and are never;well but when | 
they are wounded. /'They are leyete 
: Interpreters of Looks, ate affronted 
'at every: Face that don't pleaſe em, 
and like true Cocks of the. Game 
have a quarrel to -all-Mankind at 
firſt: ſight. They : are paſſionate 
Admirers: of ſcarr'd Fates, and dote 
on a. Wooden Leg.! (They receive | 
2 Challenge like-.4 Bi/let Doug, | : 
and a' home thruſt: ag: a' Favour. | 
Their ' common + Adverſary is 'the | : 
Conſtable; and their-uſual Lodging | - 
.the Counter. Broken heads areia | 
Aiverſion, . and an Armin a Scarfe | | 
is 2 high ſatisfation. They are fru- | | 
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gdl in their expences wich the Tay: 
lor, for they have their Doublets 
pinkr 'on . their Baeks; but. they 
are: as good as an Annuity to 
the Sargeon, tho' they need him 
not to ler 'em blood. Flanders is 
their Miſtreſs, and a -Clap 'from 
her - carries: 'em oft rhe. Stage. | If 
they return, --an Hoſpital :is their | 
Retreat, or the Sheriff their Ex- 
eCUTOT.. ' Theſe -two, Madan, are 
vety: different | extravagances; and 
very: ſtrange. ones, yer they are 
real; - and ; ſuch, as appear every 
day. Bur, what. is molt fo he won- 
der'd-ar, ariſe bothr from. the:fame 
Principle, and the ſame. miſtaken 
Notion, and are only differenc'd by 
the diverſity. of Tempers in Men; 
The, common Motive to. bo:h is 
Vanity; and. they joingly concurr 
in this Opinion, ,that Valour is the 
moſt eltimable, and molt howourable 
Quality,that Maa is capable of; thev 
agrce in a defire to be honour'd and 
fear'd,bur they. differ i in their ticchods 
in perfuing this common End. The 
506 is aaurally, ative, bold. ard 

yang Le and therefore . takes, the 
tree courſe to arte at # by few - 
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ing what he can do, by what he 


dare ſuffer, and his immoderate .de- 
ſite and 'indiſcretion ſuffer him to 
know no bounds. The ' other-is 
mean-ſpirited and-fearful, and ſeeks 
by falſe Fire to Counterfeit a hear 
that may paſs for genuine to 'con- 
ceal the Froſt in his Blood, - and 
like anill Actor, over-does his Part 
for want of underſtanding it, which 
'tis impoſſible he ſhou'd. Among 
peaceable Men, and thoſe of - his 
own Temper he comes off with Co- 
Jours flying, and thoſe are the Men 
he wou'd be valiant amongſt ofily, 


cou'd he read Men's hearts. Burt the 
firſt Rencounter betrays the Aſs. 


through the Lion's Skin, and he is 
Cudgect'd like an Aſs in ſpite of his 
Covering. It is our happineſs, Ma- 
dam, that we lie under no manner of 
Temptation from- theſe two Vani- 
tics, whereof one is ſo dangerous, 
the other ſo ridiculous. --For all 
humours that are forc'd againſt the 
natural bent of our Tempers muſt be 
ſo. Nature is'our beft guide, and 
has firted ev'ry Mat: for' ſomethings 

if 


= 


> IS. TEST. » a © WES. 


UMI 


3 


a= FT ww wy ww a lo Pm © FYy 2 0 _ 


ane 


L 67 | 
af they had the ſenſe to proſecute, 
they wou'd at leaſt not be ridicu- 
lous, if they were not extaordi- 
nary. Burt fo prevalent are..our 
Vanity, and this Apiſth Humoyr of 
Imitation, | that we perfuade our 
Jelves, that.'we may pradtiſe, with 
applauſe, whatever weilce another 
ſucceed in;/tho' as contrary. to the 
antent of our Nature, as. Dancing to 
-an Elephant; ſo ſome Men thartalk 
-well of :ſerious matters, : are. fo 
mov'd at:the, applauſe ſome merry 
-Prolls gain: that they. forger their 
pravity., and aiming to be-Wits, rurn 
Buffc ons; » There are others, thar 
-are:fo taker - with :the ations and 
grimace' of a good Mimick,” that 
they fail preſently. ro:making-aw- 
kard Faces.and wry :Mourhs, and 
are .all their lives afterin'a Vizor, 
Maske tho' bare fac'd:: : 


--! Theſe;:: and innumerable : others 
-of /'the ilike Nature, are: the leffer 
Follies: of -: Mankind ;- by which 
their Vanity -makes 'em fit only 
To-:ibe -laughtd' ; ar. There are. o- 


 thers, who! by more ſtudied and 
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UMI 


[68] 
refin'd: Follies. arrive; to.. be more 
cofiſiderable; and make a' grear 
Figure + and. Party mop their 
SEK. of EH 


Charafter Of the firſt rank of theſe is the 

#&f a Beat: Beau, who 'is one. that has more 
Learning in his Heels than his | 
Head, : which is :;better .cover'd 
than fl'd.-. His Taylor and his 
Barber are' his | Cabinet .Coun- 
cel, ro whom' he -is more bchold- 
ing for what. he is,:than to hw 
Maker. He is 'One- that | has: tra- 
,vell'd to ſee Faſhions, and brought 
over with him che neweſt>cur ſuit, 
and the prettieſt  Fancy'd.. Ribbands 
for: Sword: Knots... His beſt : Ac- 
quaintance at Parts. was his Dat 
cing Maſter;whom he calls.che Mar- 
guzs; and: thris;; chief}; Vitits | ro the 
Opera's. He' has feen the French 
King once, and knows the name 
of his -chief- Miniſter; :and. is ' by 
this ſufficiently, convinc'd: that thaw 
are no Politicians in. #ny: other Parr 
of the World... His improvements 
arc a nice, Skill in the. Made, and: a 
bigh .Contempt -of his @ewn Couty 
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try,' and of :Senſe. All the knowe' 
ledge he has: of. the Country, or 
Manners of it, is in the keeping of. 
the: Valer that follow'd him hither, 
and all that he'retains of the. .Lan- 
guage is a'few-modith words'to-lard 
his' diſcourſe with, and 'fhew his 
Breeding, and. the names 'of | his 
Garniture. He ſhou'd be a.Philoſo- 
plier, for he: ſtudies norhing ' but 
himſelf, yer” ev'ty. one knows him 
better, thar- thinks him [not worth 
knowing. 'His looks and geſtures 
are his conſtant Leſion, and his 
Glaſs 'is the Oracle: that! reſolves 
all his mighry doubts and ſcruples. 
He examines: and refreſhes his Come 

lexion by it, and is more dejected 
at'a Piwplec,” thamif it were 2 Can- 
cer.” When his Eyes areifetito a 
languiſhing:: Air, » his-/Mortions all 
repar'd'according/to; Art, his Wig 
and-his Coar:abundantly Bowder'd, 
his-Gloves:Efledcid, and his Hand- 
Kercher perfuln'd;: and.all the reft of 
his: 'Bravers! rightly - !adjuſted, the 
greateſt part of the':dag pas well 
the :bufinefs of it at home; ..is over; 
tis:time tooJaunch,' and down: he 
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comes, ſcented .like a Perfumerg, 
Shop, and looks like a Veſſel with 
all her rigging under fail withour 
Ballaſt; A Chair iis brought with- 
in the. door, | for .he:| apprehend 
every Breath of Air. as mich, as it 
it were. a Hurricane; His firſt Vis 
ſit is . tothe Chocblate Houſe, and 


after a "quarter of ' ani Hours Com» | 


pliment ro himſelf in;theigreat Glaſs; 
he faces abour and ſalutes the Com 
pany, and: puts in practice his Morn: 
ings . Meditations; :When he: has 
made his Cringes round, and.play'd 


| 8 Ss ; . "— 
over all his Tricks," out comes rho 


fine: Swuſh,: Box, ' ant his: Noſe is' Re- 
gal'd a;while :- After this. he begins 
to open, :and: ſtarts: ſome' learned 
Arguments about . the neweſt - Fa» 
thion;-and hence takes : occaſion to 
commend [the next- Man's Fancy in 
his/ Clorhs,'. this uſhers in a dif- 
courſe-of .the Appearance laſt Bzrth 
Night, or Ball at:Coutt, and fa 4 
*Critick upon - this Zord, or that 
Ladies [| Maſquing: Habit. From 


hence he adjourtts to the P/ay-houſe, 


-where he 1s to be met again th the 


{ide Box, from whence: he makes | 


his 
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his Court to all the Ladics in ge- 
neral with his Eyes, and is parti- 
cular only with the Orange-Wench. 

After a while he engages ſome neigh- 
bouring Vizor, and together they 
run over all the Boxes, take to 
pieces eyery Face, examine every 
Feature, paſs their Cenſure upon 
every one, and ſo on to their Dreſs ; 


| here he very Judiciouſly gives his 


opinion upon every particular, and 
determines whole Colours are well 
choſen, whoſe Fancy is neateſt, and 
whoſe Cloths ſit with moſt Air ; 
but in concluſion ſees no Body com- 


pleat, but himſelf in- the whole 


Houſe. After this he looks down 
with contempt. upon the. Pit, and 
rallies all the flovenly Fellows, 
and awkard Beau's ( as he calls 


them ) of. tother End of the 


Town, is mightily offended ar their 
ill ſcented Sub, and in ipighr of all 


his Patvilio and Eſſences, 18 overcome 


with the ſtink of their. Cordovant 
Gloves. Tocloſe all, Madam, in the 
Mask muſt give him an account of 
the Scandal of the Town, which 
ſhe does in the Hiſtory, of abun- 
dance of Intrigues,rcal or feign'd ; at 
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all which he laughs aloud andoften, , 
fot to ſhew his ſarisfaQtion,' but vis 
Teeth. She ſhews 'him*\who- is 
kept "by fuch, a Lord; Who- aid 
htely” diſcarded by fuch a Knight, 
for granting Favour to0- indifercet- 
ly to ſuch-a Gentlemen':+ who has 
lately been'in the Country for-ewo 
or three Months upon extraordinary 
Occafions,' ' To all which he gives 
great attention; that he' may pals for 
a Man of Intelligence--in - ano- 
ther 'Place. His next- Stage - is 
Lrcker's, "where his Vanity; not his 
Stomach, is to be 'gratified- with 
ſomething that is 7##/e- ahd: dear, 
Qrails and Ortalans are the meaneſt 
of his Diet, and a Spoonful of Green 
Peaſe at Chriftmaſs, are \ worth to 
him more than the inheritance: of 
the Feild where. they grow 'in' Sun 
mer. Every thing” falls in his E- 
ſtcem, -as it fall in price, and he 
wou'd ' not ſo muck 'as  taſt the 
Wine, if the hard name, and the 
| high rate did not give it a reliſh. 
After a 'glaſs, or two, ( for a Pinr 
4s his ſtint ) he begins to talk of 
his TIntrigues, boaſts' much of the 
Fayouts he has received, ard thews 
; counter: 
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cpuntexfeit Tokens, and-in Con-* 
chuifion, ſlanders'ſome Lady or other 
of unqueſtion'd: Verrgc with a 'par- 
ticular | fondneſs / for him.-! His 
Amours are all profound Secters, 
yet he makes a Confidence of 'em. 
to-every Man he mcets with. He 
pretetids a great reverence for:the 
Ladies, and a mighty tenderneſs 
of their Reputations ; yet he is 
like a'Flefb Flye, whatever he blows 
6n is tainted. He talks of nothing 
under Quality,” tho' he never 'ob- 
rin'd''a Fayour which his Man 
might not 'haye for half a Crown. 
He and his Footman in this Caſe are 
like" Engliſh and Dutch at an Or- 
dinary in Ho/land, the Fare is the 
lame, but the Price is vaſtly ditfer- 
ent. Thus the Show goes forward, 
till he is. beaten : for Treipaiſes he 
was never guilty. of, and ſhall be 
damn'd - for - Sins he never” Com- 
mitted. At laft; - with his Credit as 
low 'as his' Fortovne he retires ſul- 
lenly to his' Cloiſter, the X'ine's- 
Benth, or Fleet, and paſſes: the reſt 
of © his days 'in Privacy; and Con- 
remplariou Here, Mala, if you 
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pleaſe wee'l give. him one Yifit, 
more, and' ſce the laſt: 44 of the. 
Farce ; : and you / ſhall "find -him; 
( whoſe Sobriety was before a Yice, 
as being only. the. Pimp to. his 
other: Pleaſures; and who fear'd. a 
lighted! Pipe as much as if ir, had, 
been-a : great Gun. leyell'd at him), | 
with: his. : Noſe Flaming, and his | 
Breath ſtinking of: Spirits worſe. 
than a Dutch 7Tarpawlin's, and ſmok- 
ing out of a ſhort Pipe,that for ſome, 
Months has been 'kept: hot as:con-; | 
{tantly. as a Glaſs-Hoxſe, and: fo 1 
leave him to his Meditation... - 


You wou'd think it yet more 
ſtrange, that any one ſhould be 
Slovenly and Naſty. out of Vanity ; 
yet ſuch there are'I can aſſure you, 
Madam, and cou'd eaſily give a de- 
{cription ' of 'em, | bur that fo foul 
a Relation muſt needs be Nauſeous 
to a Perſon ſo Neat as your Se/f ; 
and wou'd be treating You as the 
Country Squire did his Court. Friend, 
who when he had ſhew'd him all 
the Curioſities of his Houſe and 
Gardens, carried him into gy £9 
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ſkies. But there ;are more than. e- 
ow to juſtifie what I:haye ſaid of 
the Humour;of D#ogenes, who,'was 
as Vain and' as; ;proud-cin-.his Zub, 
asPlato: cou'd ;be -in the midſt of 
his fine Perſhan, Carpets, and -rich 
Furniture, |, Vanity is only an;Am- 
bizion of . being: taken. notice of, 
which ſhews.it telf yarioufly accor- 
ding to: the humour of the Perſons ; 
which was more extravagant in the 
Anti-Beau, than in the Being Philo- 


ſopher. Vanity : is. the yerieſt Pro- 


zers.in the 'World, it can Ape 4u- 
mility, and can make; Men >decry 
themſelyes on: -purpoſe toi be Flar- 
ter'd; like ſorne cunning; Preachers 
that cry up Mortification and Self- 
denial perpetually, and are pamper'd 
all the while, by the Zeal,. and ar 
the Charges of their Followers, 
who are affraid the good Man 
thou'd-- ſtarve himſelf. . It is the 
Bleſſing. of Fools, and the Folly of 
Thgenious Men. ' For it makes thole. 
contentedly hugg themſelves under: 
all the fcorn of: che World,” and rhe 
Indignities:that- are offer'd 7em, and 
theſe reſtleſs -and diſlatisfied with 


Its 
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its applauſe. ' Both think the World 


envious,” and ' that” their! merit” is 
iur'd;' and ir 1s: impoſſible! Oo 
righr either of emi'ſto their Minds 3 
for thoſe: have no title 'to/ the :pre- 
tence of merit, 'ahd- theſe not ſo 
muchi!:as//they' think” they have: 
Yet itis'the'Happineſs'of the” firſt 
chat they” cat! think themſelves ca- 
pable 6f- moving- Evy;' for thouph 
they- commonly miſtake the Deri- 
ſion of Men, for their'applauſe, ye 
Men are' ſometimes ſo-itl- Natur'd' 
as to undeceiye 'em, 'and -then' it'is 
their'-Comfore, that i theſe *are (ens 
vious "Men, and miſrepreſent the 
Worlds: - opinion - of ''em. Couw'd 
theſe Men be convinc'd: of -their 
miſtake,'I ſee nothing rhar 'ſhou'd 


hinder: them from heinpg' deſperate; 


and' hanging or difpoſigg of them- 
ſelves ſome. other fych'eway. For 
though a Man''may eomfort him- 
ſelf under Aﬀflictions; iw1s either that 
they are undeſerved, -or 'if deſerved; 
that he ſuffers: only for OvErſiphrs; 
or raſh *AQs;' by - which the wiſeſt 
Men may be ſometimes'overtaken'; 
that he 1$-in the- main Diſcreet = 
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Prudent, and | that others. :belizye 


him fo. Burt when a Man falls. yn 


der: his own Contempt, and-; does 


not -only think himſelf not wile, 


bur by. Nature made abſolutely in- 
capable of ever becoming Wi/e, -he 


is-in-a deplorable State, and: wants 


the: common: Comfort, as well of 
Fools, as Wiſe Men,. Vanity 3, which 
in-fuch. a Caſe is: the. only; proper 
Meadintoun of: a: Reconcilement.” No 
Quality fecras! to be more ; Provi- 
dentially-diſtributed ro eyery;, Man 
acccording to; /his Neceflity;;;- for 
thoſe rhav haye leaſt Wit, ought: to 
have . the', gr eatelt; Opinion of- It: 
as:all ocher. Conimodiries are, ated 
higlieſt, . where ithey | are- ſcarceſt- 
By this means; the- kevel:is barrer 
mainraind : amengſt Men; who ; 
were this imaginary: Equality ,de- 
firay'd, might be apt: to reverence, 
and: idolizs' ohe-another roo, much, 
and; forgetting the, common Fate, 
they are all Born-go, :pay | Honours 


too: near | diy tus; £0 their Fellow 
Mortals. Burt as .the humour - of - 


the World :nbw uns; this - forr of 


Idaltary is:icarte; likely: to cpme 184 - 
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to Faſhion. We have too great aft 
Opinion of our ſelves, to believe 
too i well: of any /one elſe, and 
we' are"inh. nothing more difficult 
than in points of Wir and Under- 
ſtanding, inecither of which we ye- 
ry -unwillingly yieldithe Prefercnce 
to any Man.. There is nothing_of 
which we'afte& to ſpeak with more 
humility and indifference than:our 
own Senſe, yet nothing of which 
we'think with more Partiality;. and 
Prefumiption. There haye © been 
ſome: ſg bold as to aſſume the-Tirle 
of the: Opaces of "Reaſon to them- 
_ ſelves; andtheir own Writings ; and 
we meet with others daily; that 
think themſelves 10racies' of Wei 
Theſe are the moſt Vexatious' A+ 
nitmals in -:the World, thar think 
chey \fiave'a Ptivilegeitro torment 
1d-plague-every. Body ; but thoſe 
moſt;who have 'the-ibeſt Repurari- 
oft for 'their' Wir or 'Fudgment ; as 
Fleas are ſaid |tormoleſt thofe:moſt, 
whothave the ctendereſt Shins; and 
the Hweereſt Bloods ll 1 
: >Of theſe:the moſt voluminous Fool 
is the Kop- Roer;: who-is one. the 
op 14S 
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has always more Wit in his Pockets _ 
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than any where elſe, yet ſeldom or ;;.- 
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never any of his own there. E/op's 
"Daw was a Zype of him ; For he 
makes himſelf fine with the Plunder 
of all Parties. He is a Smuggler 
of Wit, and ſteals French Fancies 
without paying. the cuſtomary 
Duties. Verſe: is his Mansfadtare ; 
For it- 1s more -the labour -of his 
Finger rhan-his: brain. : He ſpends 
much time :in 'Writing, but: ten 
times more in Reading what he has 
Written. He ts loaden conſtantly 
with more .Papers, and duller than 
a Clerk in Chancery, and ſpends 
more 'time-1n F#earings, and Re- 
hearings. He-asks your Opinion, 
yer for fear you ſhou'd not jump 
with him, ni you his own: firſt, 
He deſires no Favour, yet is diſap- 
pointed, if he be not Flarrer'd, and 
is. offended always at the Truth. 
His firft Education - is generally a 
Shop, 'or'a. Count mg Houſe, where his 
acquaintance ''commences. with the 
Be'-mun' pon -a New Years day. 
He puts him upon Incriguing with 
the Miſes, 'arld - promiſes to Pimp 

16880 for 
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for hini. \From this time forward 
he hates the. name of - Mechanick, 
dand reſolves to ſel} all his ſtock,: and 
purchaſe: a: Plantation in Parnaſſus. 
He is how a Poerical' Z#arberda/per 
of Small Wares; and; deals! very 
much in Novels; * Madlrigals; Rigs 
dles, Funeral and Love Odes-\and 
Elegies, and other Toyes from #e+ 
licon; which he has a.Shop fo well 
furniſh'd with, that he:can fir-you 
with all ſorts and Sizes 'upen. all 
Occaſions in | the twimkling. of . an 
Eye. .':He ifrequents Apollo's Ex- 
change in Covent-Garden, and picks 
up the . freſheſt Intclligenee what 
Plays are upon the Stocks,” or rea- 
dy :to be launch'd ; who have lately 
made a:good Voyage, who a ſaving 
one only, and who. have ſuffer'd a 
Wreck - in_ Lincoln s=-Inn-Feilds, of 
Drary=Lane, and which are brought 
into: the: Dock to: be Careen'd and 
firted for another Yoyage. : He 
talks much of Jack Dryder,,and W:/. 
IWycherley,” and the:reſt of that Ser; 
and proteſts he'can't- help having 
fome ;reſpe& for:'em, becaufe they 
have ſo much. for. him, .,and, his 
2045 Writings; 
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Writings ; otherwiſe he cou'd ſhe 
'm to be meer Sors and On 

that underſtand- little of Poetry, it 
compariſor! of himſelf ; but he for: 
bears 'em tmeerly out of Gratitude, 
and Compaſtion. Once a Montly 
he fits ont a fimall Poetical Smeck 
at the tharge of his Bookleller; 
which he lades with! French Plunder 
hew Vampr in £-9/ifh,; fmafl Vens 
fures of 7; aflared Odes; Elegies 
and Epigfams of Young Fraders, 
and ballaſts wirh heavy Proſe of his 
own ; for whick! returfis are to be 
made to the ſeverat Owners in Te: 
ſters, -or applauſe from the Prenti- 
_ and Tyre Women that deal for 
He is the Oracle of thole that 
tai Wit, and the Piague of thoſe 
frat have it; for he haiwnrs their 
I.odgings, and i5 more terrible to 
'em, than their Duns. His Pocket. 
is ar unexhavuſtible Magazine of 
Rhime, and Nonſenſe , and his 
Tongue like a  fepeiting Clock withr 
Chimes; ts ready unfon every touclr 
to found to 'em. Mer avore him 
for the fanie Reaſofs,” they avoid 
the Pillory; the fecnfiry of . rhere 
& Ears 5 3 
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Ears ; of which he is:as mercileſs a 
Proſecutor. . He is the Bane of So- 
ciety, a Friend to the: Stationers, 
the Plague of the Preſs, and the 


F 


Ruine of- his Bookſeller. He is 
more profitable. to the Grocers and 
Tabacconiſts, than the Paper Manufas 
fare ; for. his Works, which talk 
fo much of Fire and Flame, cem- 


| monly expire in their Shops iti Va- 


Pour and Smoak. If he aſpite to 
Comedy, he intrigues with ſome ex- 
perienc'd Damſel of the 7own, in or- 
der to inſtruct himſelf in. the hu- 
mour of it, and is cullied by her 


into Matrimony, and-fo is furniſh'd 


Vimity Us 
ne ver/al . 


at once with a Plot, and two good 
Characters, himſelf and his Wife, 
and is-paid with, a \Partion -for a 
Jointure in Parnaſſus, which I leave 
him to make his beſt of. 


T ſhall nor trouble ,you with any 
more Inſtances of the fooliſh vani- 


ties of Mankind ; becauſe I am af- 
fraid I have been too .large upon: 
that Head already. . Not: ,that 1. 
think there is any Order dr Degres 


of Men, which wou'd not afford 
YE | many 
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'many and notorious inſtances” for 
our Purpoſe.” For as I think YVaniry 
almoſt 'the Univerſal mover of all 
bur Actions, whether good or bad ; 

ſo I think there are {carce any Man 
ſo Ingenious, or'fo Vertuous, but 
ſomething of it will ſhine through the 
greateſt Part 'of what they do; let 
them caſt never ſo thick "a Vail 
overit. Whar makes Men fo lolici- 
tous of- leaving a Reputation be- 
hind -'em .in' the World, though 
they know they can't be affcted 
with it after Death, bur this . even 
to a degree. of Folly: Whar' clic 
makes great Men involve themlelves 
in the Farigues and hazards ' of 
War, and intricate Intrigyes :cf 
State, when they have already 
more than they can enjoy, but an 
Itch of being talk'd of and remem- 

bred, ro which they ſactific2 their 
| preſent OL and repoſe 2 E 


| Bur [ ſhall carry theſe Confid:- 

rations no farther; becauſe I have 
already ſingled out lome- of thoſe 
many, whoſe YVanity is more extra- 


vagant and ridiculous, tharany our 
G 2» $4 
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Sex" is chargeable; with, thefe Night 
Touches may. ſerve to let 'em fee, 


that even the greateſt, and Wiſeſt 
are not. wholely exempt, : #. they 
have- it. net in a- higher. Degree, 
tho' they exerciſe it in things 
more Popular, and Plaufible. I 


hope therefore the burthen, of this 


good Quality will not hercaftcr be 


laid upon us alone, but: the Men 


will be contented to divide the Load 
with us, and be thankful thar they 
bear leſs than their Proportion. 


' Impertinence comes next under 
Conſideration, in which 1 ſhall be as 
brief, as I conveniently can, in 


regard-I have been' fo long upon 


the preceding Head. Impertinence 
is 3 humour of buſying our ſelves 


about vhings trivial, and of no 
Moment in themſelves, or unſca- 


ſonably in things ef mo eoncern.. to 
ns, or wherein we are able to do 
nothing to any Purpoſe. Here - our 


Adverlaries inſult over us, as if 
they had gain'd an intire /i&ory, 


and the Fie/d were indiſputable; 


but they ſhall haye no -cauſe for 


T riumph, 
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Triumph, this is no Poſt of fuch 
mighty advantage as they fondly 
perſuade themſelves. This Preſumpe 
tion ariſes from an Erroneons Cone 
ceit, that all rhoſe things. in which 
they are little concern'd, or con- 


ſulred,; are trifles below their carte comm! 
or notice, whicly indeed they are mf-i. 


nor by Nature fo well able to: ma- 
nage. Thus, when they hear us 
ralking to, and adviſing one anorher 
about rhe Order, Diſtribution and 
Contrivance of © Fouſhold Afﬀarrs, 
about the Regulation of the Family, 
and Government of Children and Ser- 
vants, the provident management of 
a Kitchin, and the decent ordering 
of 'a Table, the ſuirable Matching 
and conyenient diſpoſition of Furn7- 
ture, and the like, they preſently 


condemr us for impertinence. Yet 


they may be pleaſed to confider, 
that as the affairs of the World are 
now divided betwixt us, the-Dome- 
ftick are'our ſhare, and out of which 
we are 'rarely fuffer'd ro interpoſe 
our Senſe.” "They may be pleafed 
to'confider* likewiſe; that as light 
3nd inconſiderable as theſe things 
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ſeem, :they are capable.of no Plea- 
ſures of Senſe higher, or more re> 
fin'd than others of Brures without 
our care of 'em. For were it not 
for that, their Houſes, wou'd, be 
meer Bedlams, their moſt luxurlgys 
Treats, ,but a rude confuſion .0 Wn 
Digeſted, ;ill mixt.: Scents and, Reli- 
ſhes, and. the fine- Furniture, they 
beſtow ſa much coſt on, but an ex- 
penſive heap of glittering , Rubb3/þ, 
Thus they are beholding i9'vs, for 
the comfortable Ehjoyment Hf Ye 
their labour; or. good Fortyoe hath 
acquird, or beſtow;g,. and think 
meanly of . our care, ,only,.; becaulc 
they underſtand not the value of it. 
Bur if we ſhall. be thaught impertt- 
nent for: Diſcourſes of this, Natyre, 
as I-deny:;;not but, we: . ſometimes 
juſtly may,,.when,; they are unſa- 
ſonable ; -, what cenſure; muſt thoſe 
Men ;bear , who arg. perperugtly; 
alles of Politichs, Sear ee 
and: Grievarces to us, in which per- 
haps. neither they, por We are naar] 
concern'd,: or.if we be, are. not able 
to propole, much. Jeſs-to apply any 
Remedy io 'em ? Surely, theſe i 


,.-.  Impertinent- 


. 


4. "wid (wal x a Y%ifec 


— ”—'Y YE oo HT FO 


UMI 


[87 | 


impertinent ; ;\ hot to' call the Beats 
or Poetaſter  on'''the'' Stage again, 
whoſe whole :Lives: are one- conti- 
nued ſcene of Folly and -Imperti- 
nence ; let us make rhe beſt- of our 
ow | 


'He jy one whoſe Brains having Chavalies 


been once overheated, retain ſome- Y - Coffee 
Houſe Poli« 
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thing of thetFire''in 'em ever ,after..::c; an. 


He: miſtakes his Paſſion for Zeal, 
and- his Noiſe and Buſtling, for 
Services. ''He is 'alwavs' full of 
Doubts, Fears and Jealouſies, and 
is fever without 'fome notable Diſ- 
covery of a deep laid Deſign,” or a 
dagigerous Plot found out in a- Meal 
Tib, .or' Petticont.' He is a mighty 
Liſkner afrer Prodiries, and never 
hears 'of a Whale, '6r-a Comer, but he 
apprehends ſome fudden Revolurion 
in''the State, and looks upon a 

GiGining-board, or a Speaking-head , 
as fore-runners'of rhe Day of Fudg- 
ment, ''He is a great Lover of the 
King, 'bur a'hitter Enemy to all a- 
bour him;- and "thinks it 'impoſlible 
for him to- have any but Evil Conn- 
ſelors, and though he be very Zea» 
4s 7 lous 
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ious for the: Government, yet he 
never finds any thing in jt buf Grie; 
Pances and. Miſcarrtages. to declaim 
upon. 'Heis-/a Welk-wiſher ito the 
Church, byt he-is never to;þe recon; 
cil'd ro the Biſhops and. Clergy, and 
rails moſt inveterately at the A of 
Uniformaity. He hates: erſecution 
implacably, and coftends furjouſly 
for Moderation, and can ſcarce think 
well of the 7oleration; becauſe it is 
an A of the State. : He profeſles 
himſelf of rhe Church of England 
pretends' to Jike the Worſhip of it 
þurt he goes ro Meetings in ſpight 
0 the Parſon of his: Pariſh. His Cons 
Science is very tender and ſcrupu; 
lous in Matters of Ceremony, but 
It is as. ſteely and tough as , Bax. 
behind his Counter, * and can di: 
geſt any Sin of Gain. He lodges 
at home, byr he lives at the Coffee- 
houſe. He 'converſes 'more with 
News Papers, Gazettes and* Votes, 
chan with his Shop Books, and his 
conſtant Application 'to the'Pab/ick 
takes him off all Care for his Privare 
Concern;' He js always ſertling the 
Nation, yo cou'd never manage his 
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own Family. He is a mighty Sticks 
ler at all F/e&ions, and tho' he has 
no Vote, thinks it impoſſible any 
thing ſhqu'd go right unleſs he be 
there to Bawl for it. His buſigeſ! S1s at 
Home, but his thoughts are in Flax; 
ders, and he.is carneſtly inveſting 
of Towns till the Sheriff's Officers be: 
leaguer hjs Poprs. He js buſic in 
forcing of Counterſcarps, and ſtorm- 
ing of Bregches, while his. Creditors 
take his Shop by ſurprize, and make 
Plunder of his Goods. Thus by 
mending the State, He marrs his 
awn Fortune; and neyer leaves 
talking of the Labs of the Land, till 
the Execution of 'cm ſilence him. 


This ſore of Impertinents the 
Coffee-houſes arg every day full of; 
nay, 1o far has this contagious Im 


pertinence ſpread ir felf, rhat Pri- 


wvate Houſes, and Shops, nay, the 
ery Streets and Rulks are infected, 
and peſter'd with Policicks and 
News. Not a Pox cou'd ga glibly 
down, of a ſtitch .ga mercily for- 
ward without Namur, a while ago; 
TWR$ Pics ro Porter's Ale, and 
WH ax 


IJ 
Hax tothe Cobler's Thread ; the 
one Auſpended' his-Draught', 'and 
the other -his Awl; to-enquire what 
was become'of the Rogue, arid were 
very *'glad toi hear! he + was taken, 
and expeRted 'no' doubt! he  ſhou'd 
corie-over and make ery a Holy-rtay 
at his Execution.” They! were 'miph- 
tity rejoyc'd at the!Axfeſting 'of the 
Marelchal- Boufflers; and made: no! 
queſtion but they- ſhowd "fee him 


amonegft 'the reſt 'of the Beaſts at” 


Bartholomew Fair' for Two Pence. 
This Folly of the Mob Was .in-ſome 
meaſure excuſable, becauſe their Ip- 
norance-ted em into arr expectation 
of ſeeing what had givenithe World 
ſo much Trouble. But thoſe that 
have ' better i knowledge of things 
have no ſuch Plet, they ought to 
have been -wiſer, 'tlian-to have bu- 


fied* themſelves -1{6' muth, -and 1o. 


earneſtly: about Aﬀairs,' which all 
their-care and Sollicitude could have 
no more Influence/ upon, than, over 
the Weather. 'T'was pleaſant to ſec 
what Shoals the report of the ar- 
rivaF of a' Zv{/and, or Flanders Mail, 
brought to the Secretary's Office, the 
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Lot i Office, and the Coffee: 1ouſe; 
every. one Crowding: to catch the 
News firſt, which as 1oon as they 
had, .they poſted away like 10 
many . Expretles tedifperie.ic among 
their Neighbqurs at more diſtance, 
that wajred with Ears prickt up ta 
reccive *em, .,or , walk'd :uncaſily 
with a Fogliſh, Impatience. to.and 
from the Door, or..Window,,,as if 
their looking pur ſe...often, wou'd 


ferch,'em. che fooner. Moſt Men in 
their News ar, W&e. Bear's in their, 


Diet; .. he worſt 15 welcomeg while 
tis 2h) ang icarce, and the belt is 
not worth a,Farthing when it. has 
een blown, upon. ;, and Commonly 


TLUASE : PL A , . 
they. farc like Bear's, are fondiof it 


- 4 


while 'tis ,young and infinig,. 2nd 
neglect ir when, "is grow, up to irs 
tull ang true zelifh.. No: logner. is it 


", by hs of” 
rymour'd that a Breach is-wadein.the 
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Caſtle Wall, or the White Klag hung 
out, but a:Council of War is. call d 
in.every Coffec-houſe in Town; the 
French and Dutch Prints, their Intel+ 
tigencics are cal f for immediately, 
and. examin'd,,atid: nor a ſhot is 
mention'd, -bur, they ſtarr as if the 
, RT. - * Ball 
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Ball whizz'd juſt then by their Ears; 
After this follows a' ſerious debate 
abour a general Affault,and whether 
they ſhall ſtorm immediarely, or 
not ; who ſhall begin the Atrack'; 
what Conditions Jhall 'be granred 
on Capifulation. 'The* Caſtle 'of 
Namur 'thus taken, ' or Surrender'd, 
they procced to take their Meafures, 
and ſettle the next Campaign, and 
whatever harm we ſuffer by thoſe 
 miſcheiyous French in the Field, 
they are ſure to take: ſuffieignt Re- 
venge, and pay 'cm off Swingingly 
in the Coffee-houſe r But; as if this 
were not enough; © Our greateſt 
 Adtions muſt be Buffoon'd in Show, 
as well as Talk. Shall Namzs be ta-. 
ken, and our Hero's of the City not 
ſhow their Proweſs upon ſo great an 
Occaſion? It muſt never be ſaid; 
EY that the Coffee-houſes dar'd mare than 
Fa * Moor: Fields ; No, for the hanour of 
London, out comes the Foreman of 
the Shop, very formidable-'in Buff 
and Bandileers, and away he marches 
with Feather in Cap, to the general 
Rendezyous in the Arti/lary Ground. 
There 'thefe terrible Mimick of | 
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Mars are to ſpend their Fury in- 
Noiſe; and Smoke, upon a Namur, 
erected for that purpoſe on & Mole- 
hill, and by the help of Guns and 
Drums out-ſtink, and . out-rattle 
Smith-field in all its Bravery, and 
wou'd be tos hard for the greateſt 
Man in all- Fraxce, if they had him 
but amongſt 'em. . Yet this is but 
Skirmiſhing, the hot Service is in 
another Place, when they engage 
the Capons, and Quart Pots ; never 
was Onſet more Vigorous, For 
they come to Handy-Blows im- 
ns Mer and now is the real cut- 
ting and ſlaſhing, and tilting with- 
out Quarter, Were the Towns in 
Flanders-all wall'd with Beef, and 
the French as good meat as Capons, 
and dreſt the fame way, the King, 
need never beat his Drums for Sol- 
diers; all- theſe Gallant Fellows 
wou'd come in Voluntarily, the 
meaneſt of which wou'd be able to 
car a Mareſchal, and whom no- 
ching cow'd oppole in conjunction. 


Nothing is more common,. and 
famihar, than this ſort of Impertin- 
Ence ; 
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ence; "Moſt Men wou'd' have little 
ro do; did they -buſie themſelves 
about 'nbthing, bur what they utt- 
derſtood,' 6r were' concern'd in. A 
Monkey is not likera *Man in his 


Figure; than in his humour. How 


ready are all Matikind to” cenſure 
without Authority, and to -give 
advice unaskt, and without reaſon, 
They are very much miſtaken, that 
think this forwardneſs to ' thruſt 
themſelves into other's #ffairs, ſprings 
from any Principle of Charity or 
Tenderneſs of 'em, or the leaſt Re- 
gard to the Welfare of their N eigh- 
bours. - *Tis' only a Vain Conceit 
that they are wiſer, and more able 
to adviſe, which purs 'em upon en- 
gaging in'things they have nothing 
ro do with, and paſſing their Judg- 
ments Magiſterially: on matters they 
have no Cognizance of; and gene- 
rally little Information, or Skill in. 

Fhey arc defirous the World ſhou'd 
have as great- an - Opinion'of 'em 
as they have of themſelves, and 
therefore impertinently interpoſe 
their own Authority and Senſe, tho' 

never lo little to the purpoſe, .only 
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to ſhew how wellchey cou'd'manage, 
were it 'their! Buſineſs ; thus they 


adviſe without good intention, or 


kindneſs, -and -.cenfure without de- 


ſign, or malice to the Perſons coun- 


ſell'd, or reflected on. | Theſe, buz- 
Zing Inſects iwarm as thick every 
where, and are as troubleſome as 
Muskettoes in the Weſt-Intlies. 
They are. perpetually in a hurry of 
Buſineſs, yet .are forc'd to rack their 


Inventions to employ. their Leiſure. 


They are very bulie for-every Body, 
and ſerve; no .Body. \They are al- 
ways in haſt, and think themſelves 


expected every where with Impati- 


ence, yet come ſooner always than 
they are welcome. They will walk 
a Mile, and {pend an hour to tell 
any one how urgent their Buſineſs 
is, and what haſt they are in to' be 
g0ne, Their Expedition is their 


greateſt Loſs, for Time is the only 


thing that lies heavy upon their 
hands. . They are walking Gazezres, 
that 'carry- News from one Neigh- 


| bour: to another,” and have their 


Stages about the Town as regular 
and', certain; as a Penny-Peſt-man. 
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Every Man is their Acquaintandce, 
bur no Man their Friend. They 
drudpe for every Body,.and afc paid 
by no Body,and though their Lives 
be worn out in endeavours to ob- 
lige all Mankind, when they die ns 


one regrets: their Loſs, or mifles 


thetr Service. 


| There are another ſ6rt of Im- 
pertinents, who, as they mind not 
the Buſineſs of other Men where it 
concerns: 'em not, negle@ it like- 
wiſe where it does-; and amuſe 
themſelyes continually with rhe 
Contemplation of thoſe - things ; 
which the reſt of the World ſlight 
as uſeleſs, and below their regard. 
Of theſe rhe moſt Egregious is the 


Yertuoſo, who 1s' one that has ſold. 


an Eſtate in Land; to purchaſe one ir 
Scallop, Conch, Muſcle, Cockle Shells, 
Periwinkles, Sea Shrubs, Weeds, 
Moſſes, Sponges, Coralls; Corallines, 
Sea Fans, Pebbles, Marchaſites, and 
Flint-ftones ; and has abandon'd the 
Acquaintance, and Sotiety of Men, 
for that of Infeats, Worms, Grubbs, 
Maggots, Flies, Moths, Lotuſts, Bece 

| tles; 
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zles, « Spiders,  Graſhoppers, . Shails, 
Lizards and Tortoifes. His ſtudy is 
tike Noah's Ark, the: general Ren- 
dezvous of all Creatures in the U- 
niverſe, and the greateſt part of his 
Moveables are the remainders of 
his Deluge. His Travels are not 
deſign'd as Viſits to the Inhabitants 
of any place, but co the Pirs, Shores 
ind Hills; from whence he fetches 
not the Treature, but the Trumpe- 
iy. He is raviſh'd at finding an 
vncommon ſhell, or an odd ſhap't 
Stone, and 1s. deſperately enamour'd 
dt firſt ſight of an unuſual markr 
Butter-fAte, which hg will hnant a 
whole day to be Maſter of. He 
Trafficks to all places, and has his 
Correſpondents ur c'cry part of the 
World; y& his Merchandizes 
ſerve not to promote our Luxury, 
nor encreate our Trade, and net- 
ther enrich the Nation, nor him- 
ſelf. A Box or two of Pebbles: oc 
Shells, and  dozchi of Watps, Spi- 
ders and: Caterpillers are his Cargoe. 
He values a Camelion, or Salama 
der's Egg, above all the Sugars and 
Spices of the Weſt and: Zijt-Hndies, 
and 
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and wou'd give more for. the Shell 
of a Star-fiſh, or Sea Urchin entire, 


than, for a whole Datch Herring 


Fleer. He viſits Mines, Colepits, 
and Quarries frequently, but not 
for that ſordid end that other Men 
uſually do, viz. gain; but for the 
ſake of the foſlile Shells and Teeth 
that are - ſometimes found there. 


He-is a ſmatterer at Botany, but for 


fear of being ſuſpected of any. uſe- 
ful deſign by ir, he employs his 


curioſity, only about Meſſes, Graſſes, 


Brakes, Thiſtles, &c.- that are not 
accus'd of any vertue in Medicine, 
which he diſtinguiſhes and divides 
very nicely. He preſerves careful- 
ly thoſe Creatyres, which other Men 
induſtriouſly d troy, and cultivartes 
ſeaulouſly rhoſe Plants, which 6- 


thers root up as Weeds. He is the. 


Embalmer of deceas'd Vermin, and 
dreſſes his Mummyes with as mucly 


cate, as _ Ancient Egyptians did. 


cheir King His Caſh conſiſts 


much! in 1 Coins, and he thinks 


th? Face of Alexander in one of 'em. 


worth, more than all his Conqueſts. 
His Inventory is a Liſt of the ſa- 
Jects 
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ics of all Gouatties, and the Shells 
and Pebbles of all Shoars, which can 
No: more be. complcat without eWo 
or three of. remarkable! Signatures, 

than -an Apothegaries Shop withour 
a Tortoiſe and a Crocoilile, or a Coun- 
try, Barber's,, withoat a , batter'd 
Cittern. A, piece of Ore. with a 
Shell in it is 4 greater Preſent than. 
if ze were'fine Gold, and a'ſtring of 
Wampompeag 1s tecciv'd with more 
Joy, than a Rrp2 of Orient Pear/, or 
Diamonds wou'd be. His Collecti- 
on :of Garden, Snails, Cicale Shells 
and Yermine Ccompleated, (as he 
thinks) he rs up for a Phileſc- 
pher, and nothing leſs than Univer» 
tal Nature will ſerve for a $ubjett, 

of which he thinks he has! an. cn- 
tire. Hiſtory in his Lamter Ofice. 

Hence forward he /r/s 2nd. ſwel!s, 
and defpiieg all thoſe little infisnie 
ficant Fellows, that can make no 
better. ule. of thote noble inconte- 
ftable Evidences of the | Univertal 
Deluge, Sca/lop and Offer Shells, 

than to ſtew Oyſters, or Met Briz es 
froze for Matches. By this time he> 


chinks it neceſſary to give the 
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World an Eſay of his Parts, that it 
may think as highly of 'em ( if pox 
ible) as he does himſelf; and find- 
ing Moſes ard beſet of late, he re- 
folves }to give him a lift, and de- 
fend his Flood, to - which he is fo 


much oblig d for fparing his dar- 


ling Toys only. But as great Ma- 
ers uſe, he corretts hitn fometimes 
for not ſpeaking to his Mind, and 
gives him the he now and then in 
order to ſupport his Authority. He 
fhakes the- World to Atoms with 
eaſe, which melts before him as 
readily as if it were nothing-but a 
Ball of Salt, He pumps even the 
Center, and drains it of imaginary 
ſtores by imaginary Loopholes, as 
 # punching the Globe full of holes 

cou'd make his Hypotheſis hold 
Water. Heis a Man of Fxpediti- 
on, and does that in a few days, 
which coſt Meſes ſome Months te 
compleat. He is'a Paſſionate Ad 
mirer of his own Works without a 
Rival, and {uperciliouſly contemns 
all Aafwer's, yct the leaſt Ofjedttion 
throws him into the Vapours. He 
tes up for a grand Philoſopher, and 
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palms 71ypotheſes upon the World, 
which furure Ages may ( if they 
pleaſe) expe@ to hear his Argu- 
ments for; at preſent he is in-no 
humour to give. 'em any other ſa- 
tisfaction than his own word, that 
he is infallible. Yet thoſe that have 
2 Faith complacent enough tro take 
a Gentleman's 'word for his own 
great Abilities, may perhaps be ad- 
mitted to a ſight of his grand De- 
monſ\tration,” his 'Rarce Show; the 
particulars of which he repeats ta 
'em in a whining 7oze, e'ry whit as 
formal and mepgry, though not ſo 
Muſical, as the Fellows that uſed 
formerly to carry theirs at their 
Backs. His. ordinary: diſcourſe is 
of his Travels under Ground, in 
which he has gone farther-(-if he 
may be believ'd ) than a: whole 
Warren of Conies, Here he began 
his ColleRtion of Furnicure; - for his 
Philoſophical : Toy Shop, which he 
will conclude with his -Fortune, 
and then like all Fleſh reyert. ro-the 
placc fram whence he came,: and be 
tranſlared:; only from one. Shop [ta 
another. ro 27 babod* 
H 3 This; 


 \{ 4x62} 

This, Madam; is another ſort .of 
Impertineyce our Sex are not liable 
toz4' one wou'd chink-that none: bur 
Mad. Men, or highly © Zypochondria» 
cal, cowd employ themſelves at thi 
rate. F appeal to: Yau,''or indeed 
toahy Man of Senſe, - whether as 
like the wifer Animal; the Manthar 
with great care, and: - pains' diſtin: 


guiſhes and divides the matriy, ari: ' 


eties of Graſs, 'and:' finds mof 'ovher 
Fruitof his labour, than the charging 
of his-Mcmory with abundance of 
ſuperfinous Names; :orithe Afs that 
caty'all promiſcuouſly; and without 
diſtintion,to fatisfythis Apperire ahd 
ſupporr- Nature. '''To what purpoſe 
is it,” that theſe; Genelemeh rantack 
all Parrs'both of+ Earth and Sea to 
procure” theſe '7riffier? It is only 
that they may give their Names to 
ſome yer unchriſten'd Shell or Inſet. 
I know that the deſire of knowledge, 
and'the diſcovery of things yer uti- 
knoww is the Prerence;” Bur what 
Knowledge is it ? Whar Diſcoveries 
do we owe to their Labours? .It is 
only the Diſcovery of ſome few un- 
heeded Varieties ie Plants, Shells; 


of 
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or Inſects, unheeded only beeauſe 


uſele(s ; and the Knowjedge, they 
boaſt hs much of, 1s no: more than 


a Regiſter -of their Names, and 
Marks of Diſtindtion only. (ha A 


enough for them to know - that a 
Silk-Worm' iS' a fert 'of Caterpiller, 


_ thar when'it is come to maturity 


Weaves a Web, is metamorphos'd 


pro a. Moth-Flye, lays Eggs, and fo 


Dies. They leave all Farther en- 
quiry to the Unlearned and Me» 
chanicks, | whoſe Buſineſs only 
they think it tv proſecute matre $ 
"of Gain and Profir. Let him con- 


'trive if he can, to make this Sk 


ſerviceable to Mak ind ; their S922 
culations have another Scope, which 
is the founding ſome wild, uncer- 
tain, conje@aral #yp:the/is, which 
"may be true, or falfe;; yet Mankind 
neither Gainers nor Loſers either 
way. a tittle in point of Wi/#2 or 
'Convenich6e. Theſe Men are juft 
the reverſe} of a Rattle Snake, and 
carry in their: Heads, what he does 
in hts 7a, and move Lavplrcer ra- 
"ther than Regard. What tmprove- 
ments | of Piet, or any vſefal Arts, 
4 what 
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what noble. Remedies, what ſer- 
-yiceable- Inſtruments have theſe 
Muſhrome, and Cockle-ſheil Hunters 
oblig d the: World with 2 For I am 
ready to recant if they can ſhew 1o 
good a Med'cine as Stew'd Prunes, 
or ſo neceſlary..an Inſtryment as 4 
Flye Flap of their own Invention and 
Diſcovery. - | Yet. theſe are the Men 
of exalted Underſtandings, the. Men 
of clevated Capacities, and ſublime 
Speculations, that Dignifie and Dj- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves from the reſt of 


the World. by ſpecious Names, and 


pompous Titles,” and continue not- 
withſtanding as very Repriles in 
Senſe, as thoſe Fey converſc ſo 
m much with, 


I wou'd not have any Body mi- 
ſtake me ſo far, as to think 1 wou'd 
1nthe leaſt refle& upon any ſincere, 
and intelligent Enquirer into Nature, 
of which I as heartily wiſh a better 
knowledge, as any YVertuoſo of 'em 
all. You can be my. Witneſs, Madam, 
that I us'd: to fay, I thought Mr. 
Boyle more honourable for his learn- 
ed Labours, than for. his* Noble 

By ch; 
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Birth»; and thap the Roya/ Society, 

by their great and celebrated Per- 
formances, were an 11luſtrious Argu- 
ment of the Wiſdom of the Auguſt 
Prince, their Founder of happy Me- 
mery ; and that they highly meri; 
ted the Eſteem, Reſpect and” Honour 
paid 'em by the Lovers of Learning 
all Europe over. But though I have 
a, very great Yeneration for the 
Society in-general, I can't but put 2 
vaſt difference berween the particu- 
lar Members that compoſe ir. Were 
Supererogation a Doctrine in Fa- 
ſhion, 'tis probable ſome of. *em 
might borrow of thejr Fellows 

merit enough to Juſtific their Arro- 
ance, but alas they are ceme an 
Age roo late fox that trick; They 
Are fallen int a Faithleſs, Taciedu- 
lous Gencration of Men, that will 
give credit no farther than the 
viſible Stock will extend ; Ang tho' 
a Vertuoſo ſhould {well a Titlc- 
Page even till it burſt with large 


Promiſes, and ſonorous Titles, the 


Warld i is fo il natur'd: as nat 0 think 
2 whit the better of : a Book for it: 
Tis an ill time to trade with im- 

| plicice 
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plicite Faith, when fo many 'have 
{o lately heen broken by an over- 
ſtock of thar Commodity - no ſooner 
now a days can a 'Man write, or 
ſteal -an Hypotheſis, -and promiſe 
Demonſtration for 'it hereafter in 
this, or the nexr World ; bur out 
comes ſome malicious Anſwer 'or 
other, with Reaſons in hand againſt 
it, overthrows rhe cretht of ir, and 
puts the poor Author into Fits: 
For though a great Philoſopher rhat 
has'written a Book of three Shillings 
may reaſonably infulr, ' and deſpiſe 
a {ix penny Anſwer, yet the Indip- 
nity. of ſo low pricd a Refutation 
wou'd make a Szoick fret, and Frisk 
like' a Cow with a Breeze in her 
Tail, or a Man bitten by a 7arar- 
zala, Men meaſure themlelyes b 
thtir /Vanity, and arc greater or les 
in their own Opinions, according to 
the proportion they have of it'; if 
they be well ſtock'd with it, it may 
be eaſie to confute, but impoſſible 
ro convince *'em. He therefore that 
wou'd fet up fora great Man, ought 
firſt ro be plentifully provided of 
it, and then a Score of Cockle She/!s, 
pe. 4 
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a dozen 'of Flodmandndds, or any 
Triiye elſe is a ſufficient F romelinion 
ro build a Reputation upon. Bur 
if a: Man ſhall abd aicate. his lawful 
Calling 12 Pre bios to thcle 
things, ard has for fome years ſpent 
all the Time and Money he was 
Maſter of-.in . proſecution. of this 
Paſſion, and ſhall after all hear his 
Caterpillars affronted, and his Buz- 
ter-f/i2s- irreverntly ſpoken of, it 
muſt be :more' provoking to him, 
than 'tis to a Lid to be pull'd 
by. the Beard. And 'if,, when to 


crown all his Labours, he has dit- 


cover'd a Watcr.lo:near a kin to the 
famous one, 'that cou'd: be : kepr 


in nothing bur the hoof of: an Ats, 


that it was never found þut in the 
Sc:1/ of the fame: Animal; a _—_— 
that makes no; more of melting 
World, than a Dutchman docs of a 
Ferkin of Butter ;. and. when he bas 
written a Bosk of Diſcoverics, and 
Wonders thereupon, if 4 tay ) the 
Impertinent Seriblers of che' Age, 
will {till be demanding: Proefs and 
writing Azſwers, he has realon to 
thraw down his Per in a. Lage, and 
7 3 NOUACE 
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pronounce the world, that cou'd 

ive him ſuch an interruption, un- 
worthy to be bleſt with his future 
Jabours, and breath eternal Defiance 
to it, is irreconcilable, as the quar- 
rel of the Sons of Oedipus. To 
which prudent Reſolution, :let us 
leave him till he can; recover his 
Temper. 


Theſe Inſtances, Madam, will 
(1 hope ) ſuffice to ſhew that Men 
are themſelves altogether as imper- 
tinent, as they maliciouſly miſre- 
preſent us. It is not for want of 
plenty of others thar I content my 
telf with theſe; but I am not will- 
ing to trouble you with any of an 
inferiour Character. Theſe are all 
impertinents of Mart and. Note, and 
have ſeverally the good fortune to 
find crowds of Fools of their own 
Scx to applaud and admire them. 
Impertinence is a failing, that has 
its Root in Nature ; but is not worth 
Laughing ar, till ir has receiv'd the 
finiſhing ſtrokes of Art. A Man 
through ' natural defets may do 


abundance af incqhercat, fooliſh 
Actions, 
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AQtions, yet deſerve Coipaſior 
and Advice rather than Deri/rov. 
But to ſee Men ſpending their For- 
runes, as well as Lives, in a courſe 
of Regular Folly, and with an in- 
duſtrious, as well as expenſive I- 
dleneſs running rhrough tedious 
Sytems of impertinence, wou'd have 
ſplit the ſides of Heraclitus, had it 
been his forrune to have been a 
Spectator. 'Tis very eafie to de- 
cide which of theſe Impertinents, is 
the moſt ſignal ; the Yertuoſo is ma- 
nifeſted without a Competitour. For 


_ our Follies are not to be meaſur'd: 


by the degree of 1gnorance, that ap- 
pears in 'em, but by the Study, 
Labour and Expence they coſt us 
to finiſh and compleat 'em. So that 
the more Regularity. and Artifice 
there appears in any of our Extra- 
vagancics, the greater is the folly 
of 'em. Upon this Score it is, that: 
the laſt mention'd deſervedly clatm 
the preference to al} others; they 
have improv'&d fo well their Amule- 
ments into an Art, that the Credu- 
lous and [znorant are induc'd to be- 
heve there is ſome lecret Vertue, 

lome 
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ſome hidden Myſtery. in thoſe dar- 
ling toys of theirs ;, when all their, 
| Buſtling amounts to no/more:than a 
learned: Inpertinexce ( for fo they 


abuſe the Term ) and all they teach 


Men is, bat a ſpecious expenſiye 
method of throwing ' away both 
Time and Money. 


I ch not in what-remains to' 


trouble you with any imore ſuch in- 
ſtances ; becauſe I am lenfible theſe 
| have already ſwell'd this Letter to 
a Volamn, which was not at firſt m 
mts 1- ſhall therefore difparch 
the remaining part of the charge tn 
as few Words as poſhible, . Amongſt 
the reſt Diſſmulation 1s none of tho 
leaſt Blemiſhes, which- they endea- 
vour to fix upon us. This Quali- 
ty, though it can't upon any. oc- 
caſion delcrye the name of a 
Vertue,, yet according - to, the 
preſent Conſtitution of: the: World, 
is many times abſolutely necellary, 
and 1is' 4 main ingredient in the 
Compoſition of Humour Prudence. 
It 'is indeed oftentimes criminal, 


bur iris only accidentally ſo, 'as In- 
duſtry 


w 
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duſtry, Wit, and, moſt other ,good 

ualities may: be, according, to, the _ 

Ends and Purpoſes to which they 

are miſemploy'd. Diſimulation 1s > 
nothing but rhe hiding, or diſguiſing 
our ſecret thoughts, or Inclinations, 
under another appearance. T ſhall 
' not endeavour to ablolve our Sex 
wholly from all uſe of thisQuality,or- 
Art ( call it which you plcaſe ) be- 
cauſe I think. it may upon many 
Occaſions 'be uſed with Innocence 
enough, and upon ſome can't with- 
out great Imprudence be omitted. 
The World is too full of Craft, Ma- 
lice, and Violence, for abſolute $7m- 
plicity to hve in it. It behoves 
therefore our Sex, as well as the o- 
ther, to live with ſo much caution, 
and circumfpection in regard to their 
own Security, that their Thoughts 
and Inclinations may not be ſeen 
fo. naked, as: to expoſe em to the 
Snares, Deſigns, and Pradtices/ of 
Crafty XKnaves, who wou'd make a 
property of, 'em;; or lay 'em.open ro 
the wicked Efforts, and miſchievous 
Impreſſions of Envy, or Malice, 
whoſe picaſuce ſprings from the'hurt 
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bf others. Nothing gives our Ad: 


verſaries ſo great an advantage ovet 


us, as the knowledgs of our Opi- 
hions, and Aﬀections, with ſome- 
thing agreable ro which rhey will 
be ſure ro bait all their Traps and 


Devices. For this reaſon it is that 


it- has been Proverbially ſaid of 


-Old, that, He that KFnoids not how to 


Diſſemble, knows not how to Live, 
The Experience of all Apes ſince 
has confirm'd rhis __—- 
and ours no leſs than_ahy of the 
preceding. This premis'd, I ſup- 
poſe no Wiſe Man wii] blame our 


Sex for the uſe of an Art ſoneceſlary, 


to preſerve 'em from becoming a 
Prey to every deſigning Man, an 


Art of which himielf mnſt make 


yu ule to deſcrye that Title. Yet 
am afraid, that upon enquiry our 
Sex will not be found to haye 16 


much of it as is requiſite, ar leaſt 


not generally ; our ſedentary Life, 
and the narrow Limits to which our 
Acquaintance, "and Buſineſs are 
Circumſcrib'd; aftord'us-ſo little Va- 
ricty,” fo regular a Face *of 'things, 
that-we want: whit nicans'of-obtain- 
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ing the Maſtery of ſo — Art; 


which no queſtion but we ſhou'd as 
ſooh acquire as Men, had we but 
equal Opportunitles. Hence it is 
that Women are more apt to ſhow 
their Re/entments upon all Provocati- 
ors thari Men ; and are thought na< 
turally more Peeviſh and Capricas, 
by choſe that apprehend riot the true 
reaſon ; Wheteas Men are altogether 
as Stomachfal, 'and take Offence as 
ſoon, bur they'cover adhd ſuppreſs 
their Indipgriation bettet, hot with 
a deſign to forget any Injury res 
ceiv'd, bur to wreak their Revenge 
more covertly and effeually: This 
is another advantage Men derive 
from liberty of Converſation and 
promiſcuous - Buſineſs, wherein the 
Variery of Contingencies they have 
fo provide againſt, and the Diver- 
ſity of Tempers they deal with, 
force 'emi to rutn and wind them- 
ſelves into all Shapes, and accom- 


' modate tliemſelves to all Humours: 


There is indeed yer a highet ſort of 
Diſſimulation, which is always Cy/- 
minal, that is, when Men not only 
cloud their real Sextiments and In- 

J rentions; 


% 
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fits | 
tentions;, but make Profeſſion of | + 
and ſeem zealoufly to affect, rhe con- | | 
trary ; this: by a more proper and | - 
reſtrain'd : Name: is. call'd Deceipr, 
and is always usd in an ill Senſe, 
This Art is moſt practic'd in Courts 
where Policie, and Ambition reign; | 
there You may ſee EFnemzes hugging | 
and careſling one another with all 
outward Expreſſions. of Tenderneſs 
and Friendſhip imaginable, while 
they are ſecretly zcontriving each 
others ruine.. There you may fee 
Men cfinging to. thoſe, they wou'd 
SPUIN if they durſt, and. Flattering 
thoſe they deſpiſe and rail at behind 
their Backs. The Court -is a place - 
where, we come very rarely other- 
wiſe than as Spedators, not as A1- 
ors; as. Ornaments, not as Huſtru- 
ments; and therefore are ſeldom - 
involv'd in the guilty Practices of | 
it. Nor :is it the Court only, bur 
all Places are infected with this Vice, 
where there is any Encouragement 
of Profit 'or | Pleaſure to be hop'd 
from ſucceſsful Treach cry, of which 
no. Place is ſo barren as-nort. to afford 
{ome.. ..'L his Deccipt. is {o-far from 
being. 
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F4 being the Vice of our Sex, that they 
- | are the common Object aa which it 
| | +5 daily pradtic'd : Nothing is more 
frequently met with than falſe Zove Falſe Love 
| in Men, which is now grown 16 — 
| | familiar, that a Company of Six of 
| | both Sexes can. ſcarce meet, but a 
Sham Paſſion commences immedi- 
ately, is urg'd, proteſted, and ſworn 
to be teal with all 'imaginable Vio- 
lence. . If theſe falfe Arts, mock 
ſighing, and Dying Prevail upon 
any fooli{ff, eaſie, credulous Woman, 
the Sham Lover is blown up with 
the Siicceſs, he is big and in La- 
bourrill he be deliver'd of rhe Secret, 
which . with great ſatisfaction he 
proclaims in all 'Places where he 
_ comes? ”Fis his higheſt Exploit of 
Gallantry; which le will by no 
means loſe the credit.of, Thus he 
thinks her ruine a ſtep to Repura- 
tion; and founds his own Honour 
upon her Infamy. This, Manes, iS 
the baſeſt of Treachery ; for they 
are - not ſatisfied witly che Suc- 
ceſs of their falſe Promiſes, and 
Oaths,but they inſult over the weak- 
mls of a'too-fond Woman,” and 7ri- 
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umph in her Diſhonour. 'I.am ſorry + 


there aregany Women ſo fooliſh and 
forward, as to give hopes and en- 
couragement to fuch ungenerous 
Fellows; yet we may be aſſur'd, 
that they are not a quarter ſo many 
as thoſe vain Boaſters wou'd make 
*em-. Much more be ſaid on this 
head, bur that I think ir high time 
to paſs on to the next, which is 
Exviouſneſs, fo fowl a Blot to. a fair 
Character, that no Merit can waſh 
it out, or atone ſufficiently for 
It. 


Envy is the Parent of Calumny, 
and the Daughter of Jealouſte. Men 
ſeldom envy others, till they fear 
being our ſtrip'd by 'em in Fortune 
or Reputation. It is the moſt 
criminal, becauſe the moſt injurious 
to Vertue, and worth of all our 
natural Failings, againſt which it's 
Malice is generally bent. [This 
vice and Jeil/ou/te ſeem to Þe more 
particularly hated of Providence than 
any other; For they carry their 
Puniſhment inſeparably along with 
'em, The Envious and the Jealous 
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need no other Tormentcrs than 
their own Thoughts. The Envious 
Man ruines his own to diſturb ano- 
thers Tranquilliry, ' and ſacrifices 
his own Happineſs and Repoſe to a 
preverſe Deſire of troubling his. 
Neighbours. He feeds like Toads 
upon the Venome of the Earth, and 
ſucks in Scandal ' greedily, that he 
may at Pleaſure diſgorge it to the 
greater annoyance of other Men. 
His mind has the Yapours, a Sweet 
Report of any one throws it into 
Convullions, and Agonies, and- a 
foul one is the Relicf and Refreth- 
ment. of it. A wholeſome Air free 
from - the Blaſts of Detradion and 
Slander 1s as certainly perhicious to 
him, as /re/and to Frogs-and: Toads. 
This Vice is generally difclaim'd by 
borh Sexes, yet generally practic'd 
by both. Men love as little to have 
their Reputation'as their Chimneys 
over-topt by their Neighbours; For 
they think by that means their names 
become dark as their Houfes do ſmoa- 
ky by: the other : Yet thro” a lazy 
Malighity had rather pull the othet's 
down to their Level, than build 

I 3 their 
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their ownup higher. This Humour 
prevails indeed, yet not in. equal 
Meaſure in both Sexes. -.For-as we 
have  confeſſedly leſs 4m#i7ion, fo 
have we apparently leſs of this. Poi; 
ſon which uſually attends it, and 
ariſes from a ſelf Intereſted Princi- 
ple, which makes.'em endeayour by 
baſe; -ſiniſter means. to level that 
Merit which they. think ſtands in 
their way to preferment, and which 
they deſpair of \being able-to: ſur- 
mount by honourable attempts. For 
what need any one uſe baſe Slejghts 
to ſtop the Man; whom by *fair 
Speed | hethought he cou'd overtake. 
No ſooner is any Man rais'd to any 
Eminence in the World, but half 
the Sex at leaſt j join in C onfederacy 
to'raiſe a Battery. of Scandal againſt 
him,” to bring him down again. 
Flontur is the Pillory of greaf 
Deſert, whither a-Man is no ſooner 
rais &: -bur the vile Raſcally inferi- 
our-Groud gather-immediately toge- 
ther to throw Dirt at him, and make 
that which was intended as a Grace, 
2nd Reward, but 4 more honourable 


Puniſhment. Our Sex ſeldom ar- 
rive 


OY LEE oo LI Doo. -- wk ic 


UMI 


[ 219 | 
rive to this pitch. of Envy, our 
Ambition ts more bounded,.and our 
Deſires ſoonor ſatisfied. Hence it is 
that we are lcls troubl'd,at the Prot- 
perity of others; for. not giving our 
telvesthe Liberty of aimingat things 
far out of 'our Power, they are the 
{ooner compals'd, and weithe fooner 
at Eaſe. He; thar thinks: himſelf 
Happy, ' is/"incapable.:of - Envying 
another's Felicity, [ſince he:lfees him 
poſes d of .nothing which/either he 
18S not; or defpiſes not. Yer imutt 
be confeſs'dthac rhe leſſer \Paques; 
and Grudginps are-daily to: be. mer 
with among us; bur ns. Jeſs :amon 
Men.. What is-it that ſpawas daily 
ſuch Fryes ofi$:tyrifs without Wir, 
and Czititfs without: Judgment;. bur 
this. hamour: of. .carping; ' 4nd- niby 
bling'at the Repuration: of, athers ? 
But they are generally abuadaarly 
furniſht with: ſmpudence, 'a | good 


Quality > that commonly ſupplics 


largely the-w: anr of all _ 


A Critick of this ſort is::0ne that 
for want' of Wir ſers up; for. Fudg: 
ment ; ; yer he has ſo much Ambition 
I 4 \ to 


CharniFe» 
of a City 
Critick, 
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to be thought a Wir, that he lets 
his Sp/een preyail againſt Nature, and 
turns Poet. In this Capacity he 
3s as juſt to the World, as in the 0+ 
ther Injurious. For as the Cr:7ick 
wrong'd eyer'y Body in his Cenſure, 
and ſharl'd, and grin'd at their 
Writings, the Poet giyes 'em Oppor:- 
tunity ta do themſelves Juſtice, ta 
return theCompliment,and laugh ar, 


or deſpiſe his. . He wants. nothin 

but Wir to fir him for<"Saryrif, _ 
he has Ga// and Favity enough to 
diſpence with that Want, and write 
without it. His works are Libe/s 
upon others, but Sazyrs-upon himſelf, 
and while they Bark at Men of Wiz, 
call him Fool that writ 'em. He 
takes' his Malice for a Muſe, and 
thinks thimſelf inſpir'd when he is 
only *Poſſeſsid, and blown up with 
a Flatus of Envy and Vanity, His 


great helps to Poetry are Crambo,and 
Arithmetick, by which he afpires to 


Chime, and Numbers, yet miſtakes 


frequently in the tale of his Fingers. 


| He has a: yery great- Antipathy to 
his own Species, and hates to ſee a 
Fool any where but in_his Glaſs. 
OEEY For 
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For:( as he ſays ) they Provoke him, 
And offend his Eyes : He Follows 'em 
as a Dog perſues his Prey, and barks 
whenere He ſmells 'em in bis way : He 
knows, to ſay ng morethat Wit is ſearce, 
to ginzle out a Rhime, or tag a Verſe : 
Or Cobble wretched Proſe to wamerous 
Lines: There if he has a Genius there 
it ſhines. His Fund of Cr/t:cifr is 
a Ser of Terms of Art pickt out of 
the French Criticks, or their Tran- 
ſlators ; .and his Poetical ſtock is a 
Common Place of certain Forms and 
Manners of Expreſſion. He writes 
better in Yer/e than Profe; For in 
that there is R-Eime, in this neither 
Rhime nor Reaſon. He talks much of 
the Nazvere of his Though: s, which 
appears ſufficiently inthe Dulincts of 
'em; yct nothing but the Phiegm 
tick, Spiritleſs Air 1s his own. "He 
rails at Mr. O/dham for want. of 
Breeding and good Manners witlt- . 
out a grain of cither, and ſteals his 
own Wir to beſpaiter him with, 
but like an ill Chymz?, he lers 
the Sprrit flie oF in the drawing 
over, and retains anly the Peg. 


He ecnſures Mr, Cowley for £02 
much 
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much Wt, and correts him with 
none. The difterence between Mr. 
Cowley and him is this; the one 
has too much Wit, and too fine for 
the Standard ; the other not enough 
to blanch his baſe Metal, or cover 
the Braſs of his Counterfeirs. 'To 
compleat himſelf in: the Formalities 
of Parnaſſus, he falls in love- and 
tells the World, it is oblig'd to his 
Paſſion for his | Poetry ; but if his 
Miſtreſs prove no more indulgent 
than his Muſe, his Amour is like to 
conclude but unluckily. For if his 
Love be no warmer than his Lines, 
his Corima may play with "his 
Flame without danger of Burning. 
He pretends to have written only 
his fincereſt Thoughts; I don't 
know how well his Miſtreſs may-take 
that from the Lover, bur 1 dare 
ſwear the World did not expect it 
from the Poet. He is happieſt ac 
the Picture of a \Rhiming Fool, for he 
need only to look in his Glaſs; and 
he may Copy a Country Wir from 
the City Original. ' If this Rhiming 
Humour laſts, there's a good: S»gar- 
Fobber fpoil'd for an ill Peet;yet for his 


comfort, Time, Improvement,and two 
or 
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Or three:Baoks. more may raiſe hin 
to Rival E—£—and- fing London's 
Triumplis, to the Envy of Zom Jors 
dan of happy Memory, 
You may wonder, Madam, why 
I ſhou'd give you the trouble of this 
Character, 'aftex I had given you 
my. word to trouble you with. ng 
more of this Nature. I muſt confeſs, © 
I-am ſorry that ſo fooliſh an Occaſi- 
en cou'd makeme forget myſelf; but 
a Book newly publiſh'd happening 
juſt at this JunCture unluckily rofall 
1nto my Hands, I cou'&notwirhour 
Indignation ſee the Scurrility and 
Inſalence' with which! Mr: O/dham, 
and Ms. Cowley are treated; and 
* cou'd not but retent a little: the 
Wrongs done to the + Memory of 
Men, whom tne reſt of the World 
with Juſtice. admire ; and cou'd not 
help taking Notice upon ſo fair an 
Opportunity, . that they are nor, 
tho? dead, -ro. be ſo. rudely plaid 
with, and made the May- —_— of 
ery Splenetick, Boy. There are 
ſome yer living, whoſe Wir and 
Performances deſerve a morereſpc&t- 
fql_treatment, .zhan they have met 


with from aim. Burt FaCy are able 
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to revenge- their own Quarrel, if 
they think he deſerves the honour 
tro be Scourg'd by 'em. Nothing bur 
Envy and a Vain Conceit of himſelf 
could moye him ro attack the Re- 
putation of Men, ' whoſe Verſe will 
alwayes command Admiration, 


while his own raiſe nothing. bur *- | 


Scorn and Indignation. If his Book- 
ſeller were but bleſt with half-a dos 
zen ſuch Authors, he wou'd in a 
ſhort time infallibly be. Stationer 


general to all the Grocers and 7obac« 


coniſts 1n'the Town. 


Afrer this Digreſſion, Madam, let 
us return to our Subjet. We ſtand 
yet charg'd with Levity, and Incon- 
ſtancy, two Failings fo nearly re- 


lated, and ſo generally United, that - 


it is hard to treat of 'em apart ; we 
will therefore conſider 'em briefly to- 


gether. Levity is an unſteddy Humor 
that makes men like and diſlike, ſeek - 


and rejet frequently theſame things 


upon ſlender or no Reaſons.. This 1s _ 
the Humour of: the Infancy:of: both 
Sexes;and:-proceedsfrom the ſtrength 


of their Appetites, and the weak- 
T nel5 
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neſs of their Judgments. Ar theſe 
tender Years every thing we fee 
moves our Curioſities, and becauſe 
we think lictle beyond our Appe- 
tites, deſire impatiently whatever 
pleaſes. This wears off in propor- 
. tion to the growth of our Judg< 
ments, when we begin to conſider 
the Fatigue, Hazard, Diſreputation, 
and other Inconveniences that at- 
tend unreaſonable, or inordinate 
Deſires. Herein our Sex have a 
manifeſt Advantage over the other ; 
For ir is confeſs'd on all hands that 
our Judgments ripen fooner than 
theirs, whence of courle it follows, 
that this Folly preyails not ſo long 
upon us, as them. *Tis yet true, 
that even the moſt experienc'd and 
| wiſeſt of Us have no ſmall mixture 
| of ir, which appears in the greateſt 
| parr of our Actions. -But it is cer- 
| tain likewiſe, that Men have a 
greater proportion of it than we. 
From this it is that Novelty deri- 
ves all its Charms, and that Men 
perſue with ſo much Eagerneſs and 
Imparience what they ſo ſoon ſlight 
if obtain'd, I appeal to the Expe=- 

. rience 
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flence of all mankind, 'if they do 
hot generally frame to themſelves 
” tmuch greatcr Idea's of any thing 
they deſire, and are unacquainted 
with,than they find real; when they 
become Familiar to 'em; tind if they 
did not imagine greater Pleaſures, 
while they were in perſuit, than 
they met with after they were in 
Poſteflion .of their Wiſhes. The 
Imagery of Fancy is, likeſome Pain- 
tings; raviſhing, and ſurprizing at a 
' due diſtance, but approach 'em near, 
and all the Charms of Beauty. va- 
nith, and they appear. rough and 
unpleaſant. Hence it is that Men 
grow unealic, and their defires pall, 
to ſoon upon:the .full-enjoyment of 
their Wiſhes; they : fee then the 
imperfections as well as Beauties of 
what they coveted, which» glitter'd 
fo far' of, and like the Moon ap- 
pear'd all Luſtre and Smoorhneſs, 
but when arriv'd at, all dark and 
uneven. Theſe Fallacies Men are 
more ſubmitted to than we, by 
thole very Priviledges which give 
*em in ſome things the adyantage 
vyer us. The varicty of —_— 
| and 


UMI 


[127 ] 


and Society they. run through, the 


hrge acquaintance they contract, 
give /em encouragement to' aſpire 
ro; and hopes.to obtain many dif- - 


- ficulrt- things, which our Sex ſel- 
dom. lift their Thoughts'up to. I 
know this aſpiring Humour of theirs 


is generally call'd 4m/7tion, and I 
allow the Term to be proper; but 
their Ambition works upan their 
Levity, which only can make them 
Barter ceftain Eafe, Peace and Se- 


curity, for uncertain . Pomp and 
Splendour ; and forſake a Conditi- 


on they know to-be good, for one 
they know no more of, than. thar 
it Shines, and thar it Glitters, and 
ſo. part with the true Jewel for 
the 'falſe one. Theſe are the-{e- 
rious and applauded Follies of 
Mankind, and ſhew the Weakneſs 
and Leviry of rhoſe we call the 
greateſt, and wiſeft Men, that 41a- 
crifice the Eafe- and ' Pleaſure of 
their' lives to .Popular Breath, and 
ſounding Titles, , which is like bar- 
fring_ a ſmall Diamond for a large 
Glais.Bubble. 
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| Tneonſtancy is fo like Levity, that 
ittle more needs to be aid of. it, 
only that it is commonly feſtrain'd 
to the change of Aﬀections in regard 
to Perſons, and ſo is chiefly con- 
cern'd ifi Love and Friendſhip; It 
is founded upon Levity, thro' which 
we firſt make an injudicious Choice; 
and are afterwards as unreaſonably 
diſguſted' with it. This happens | 
oftner in | Love; thin Friendſhip ; 
. becauſe the. Imipreflions of Love 
are more ſuddenly receiv'd, and clie | 
Effefts of it more violent, than thoſe : 
of Frendſhip; arid the Deſires, which 
are commbnly kindled by one ſingle 
Perfection, ſuch as Beauty or Wt; 
not being fuddenly anſwet'd; atc 
in Proteſs of time extinguiſi'd, of 
abated by obſervation of ſome dif: 
guſtful ImperfeQion or other in the 
Perſon beloy'd. This is indeed the 
true Reaſon, why Love, which is 
generally ſo hot ar firſt, cools com- 
monly 1o ſuddenly ; becauſe being 
generally the Iſſue of Fancy, not 
© Judgment, it is grounded upon ar 
over great Opinion of thoſe Perfect- 
tons, which firſt ſtrike us, and 
bas” | which 
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which fall in our Eſteem up6n more 

marure- Examination. From whenee # 

it is likewiſe, that Men are leſs con= 

Rant in" their Aﬀections than we: 

for Beauty only Being generally the 

Object of their -Paſlion, the Effet 

mult neceſlarily be as fading as the 

Cauſe; their Love therefore being 

only thei reſult of wonder.and Sur- 

| prize, is abated by Familiarity, and 

decays,as they wear oft, by Deprees. 

Beſide, that, a: Love fo Founded is 

liable to be raviſh'd by any Superi- 

our Beauty ; or if. not ſo,. yet the 

| Novelty of the Former once worn 

| of, the New Comer has the allift- 

ance of Fancy,the Slave of Novelty, 

to gain the Superiority. This is 

| the Cauſe why 1o few rcal and Jait- 

{ ing Paſſions are found amongtt Men. 

| For Charms depending upon, and 

owing their Power to Fancy, can 

maintain no Conqueſts any longer, 

1] than that is on theic fide, which is __ 

| as inconltant as the Wind. In tis pc * 

alſo we arc lefs faulty, that they ; wer. 

For, not uſually fixing our Atfe- 

&ion on ſo. mutable a Thing as the 

Beauty of a Face, which a thouſand 
| K ICcidents | 
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accidents. may deſtroy, but-on W7z, 
Good Humour, and other Graces of 
. the Mind, as well as of the Body, 
our Love is. more durable, and con-: 
tant in proportion to. the longer 
continuance of thoſe Qualities in 
the Objet. Neither indeed have: 
we the.means, or temptation, to be 
Fickle and inconſtant ſo ready as 
Men have; For Modeſty, and: the 
Rules of Decency obſery'd among 
Us, not permitting to.us the Liberty 
of declaring our ſentiments to thoſe 
we love, as Men may, we dare 
not indulge. a wanton Fancy, or 
rambling Inclination, which muſt 
be ſtifled in our own Breaſts, and 
cou'd only give us a hopeleſs An- 
xicty, .unleſs we were able to inſpire 
the ſame Paſlion for us in them; 
- Whichit were vain toexped,without 
breaking thro' all reſtraint of Mode- 
ſfty and Decoram at the price of our 
Fame and Reputation, which, I hope 
few are ſo daring as to. venture. 
Beſides this, our Tempers are by 
Nature calm, ſedate, -and tender, 
ot apr to be rufft'd, and diſturb'd 
' by Paſſtons,and too fearful to enter- 
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prize any thing in fatisfaction 'of 
em ; theirs on the contrary, bold, 
active; and uneven, eaſily ſuſceptible 
of all manner of Deſires, and readi- 
ly executing any Deſigns to gratifie 
'em. Thus are we debarr'd the 
liberty of chuſing for our ſelyes, 
and confin'd to pleaſe our felyes out 
of the number that like and addreſs 
to us, of which if we fix our Af 
tetions upon any one, we are- 
generally fixt and unmoveable, as 
having neither the Inclination to, 
nor opportunity of Inconſtancy, that 
the Men have. Idon't deny, but 
that there may be fome among us 
guilty of this Fault, bur they are 
yaltly ſhort of the Number: of Men 
involv'd in the like Guilt, amongſt 
whom it is now grown ſo fiff- io .14- 
ble, that is become no Scandal ;' but 
is daily juſtified; and the Treachery 
boaſted of as high Gallantry. + The 
Crimes therefore of ſome few W«- 
727, ought to be no teproach to rhe 
Sex in general, Of Infidelity in 
Friendſhip I ſhall ſay little, becauſe 


T think' there are {ſo few Inſtances of 


any thing that deſerve” the Name, 
ho K 2 chat 
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that ſcarce. any Age has been ſo 
fruitful as to produce two Pair of real 
and true Friends. . I know that the 
Fimiſip. Name in commonly given to ſuch as 
are linkt by any Ties of Conlan- 
guinity, Afﬀinity, Intereſt, , mutual 
Obligations, Acquaintance, and the 
like: Bur theſe are ſuch Friendſhips 
( if they may be call'd ) ſo as are 

always, contracted with a - tacit 

Reſerye_ to Intereſt on both ſides, | 

and. ſeldom laſt longer than the 

- Proſperity of either Party, and du- 

ring that are frequently renounc'd 

upon ſlight Difobligations, or lan- 

ouiſh and die of themſelyes. Yet 

it I may. preſume to give my Opinion 

in-a Caſe, where matter of Fact 

does. not appear, I think we ſhou'd 

be the more Faithful even , in, this | 

too : For as weare leſs concern'd in | 

the Aﬀairs of the World, ſo we have | 

leſs Temptation from Intereſt ro be 

falſe ro our Friends. Neither are 

mnt: We ſo likely to be falſe rhro' Fear; | 

"> pee becauſe our Sex are ſeldom engag d 

#81 Men. *- 

in matters of any.., Danger, For 

theſe Reaſons it is, oyr Sex are gene- 

raily more hearty and ſincere in the 
ordinary 
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ordinary Friendſhips they . make 
than Men, among whom they are 
uſually clogg' d with ſo many Con- 
ſiderations- of Intereſt, and' Pundtt- 


Jio's of Honour; to which laſt per- 


haps are owing the greateſt part of 
thoſe honourable Actions, which 
are miſtakenly impured to' Friend- 
ſhip. For ſomething done' to falve 
Honour, commonly 'puts a Period 
'to all Friendſhip, with unfortunate 
Perſons; whomMen think they may 
afterward grow Cold too Wwithour Re- 
þroach. 


Theſe are the moſt conſiderable 
Imperfections. 'or 'at leaſt thoſe, 
which with moſt' Colour of Reaſon 
are charg'd upon, us, as general De- 
fedts'; and TI hope; Madam T have 
fairly: ſhown, that the other Sex are 
both' by Tntereſt* and Tnelination 
'niore'expos'd; 'and' more Subject to 


PInY thah - we, "Pride, Luſt '*Crael- 


ty; "hd many nhi6re, are by the De- 
claitners againſt us' thrown'ints 'the 
Scate” to make " \weig he” and "bear 
us down; bpt with Tack manifeſt 


Trjulſttcs, 'chat' without © giving" my 


K 3 ſelf 


Move itt 
Men than 


Women, 
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ſelf any further trouble, I dare appeal 
to any reaſonable Man, and leave 


him ro .decide the Difference. . 1 
know there was a Zallia, a Claudza, 


and a. Meſſaling; there was., like- 
wiſe, a Jardanapalus, a Nero,;.a Cali- 
g4/a; but if the Sexes in, general 
are to. be reproach'd with, and mca- 
ſur'd by thele,;; Human, Race is 
certainly the vileſt Part of the Cre- 
ation. *Tis very.ill  Logickito ar- 

ue from Particulars. ro Generals, 


.and where the Premiſles are ſingular, 


to conclude Univerſally : But if 
they will allow us the Liberty they 
rake themſelves, and come to'num- 
bering the Vicious of both Sexes, 


They [will certainly; out poll us by 


infinite Numbers. . It. were therefore 
better Policy ſurely, in them, to quit 
2 way of arguing, which is at once 
ſo falſe, .and ſo much. to the diſad- 


vantage, ofthe Cauſe: they contend 
far; and when they can, by 'ſound 
Arguments,make.out any Adyanta- 
gEs their; Sex has. oyer ours,, other 
than what I haye already granted, 
Tam ready to be conyinc'd, and be- 


come their Convert; and I make 
ae: ; - 
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-no doubt bur every ingenuous Mah 

will do-as much by me. Thus 

have endeavour'd to vindicate our 

Sex, from the unjuſt Imputartions 

avith which ſome unreaſonable;mali- 

\cious Men'wou'd load us: ForT am 
willing to'.think the greater, or at 
| leaſt the better Part of their Sex, 
| more generous than 'to encourage 
{| -their Scandal.” There remains no- 

thing more, ' but'to ſhew that there 
-are ſome neceſſary Qualifications 
[to be acquir'd; fome good Improve- 
ments to be -made by : Ingenjous 
Gentlemen'in the Company of our 
Of this 'nymber are Complacence, **? Mas 

Gallantry,” Good Humour, ſwoention, Fw Wi 
| and a» 'Art,/ Which (-tho' frequent- m-s Com 
| -Iy abns&d:)'\;is of admirable uſe *** 
1] :to thofe tlmt are Maſters of it, 
'the Art of Tafinuation, and many 
- others, - 'Tis' true; a Man may be 

an Honeft and: Underſtanding Man, 
without any of theſe (fications ; 

bur he catrihardly:'beia Polite; ' a 
Well Bred; and 'Agregble;: Taking 

Man, ' without all; 'or moft 'of theſe. 

F SY Wirth. 
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Withaut 'em, Fonefty, 'Conrage, or 
W:t, are. like Rough: Diamonds, : or 
Gold in; the Ore, they thave their 
antrinficks; Value, and; Worth be- 
fore, bir they are doubtful and ob- 
 Feure, + till they are poliſh'd; refin'd 
and-receive'£uſtre, and '\Effteem. from 
.thelgar!: 5 :3 Pat; 25] 


comple. © Ther: Principal of'thefe | is*Com- 

cence to be. placences: a good Quality, without 

-7 2 which in' a competent»Meafure' no 

ax Man is fitted for Society: This 1s 

beſt learnt ini'our Company, where 

all Mew afte&t Gaiery; iand-iendea- 

vour to be apreable. State News, 

Politicks, Religion, or private Bu- 

+ fineſs take up the greateſt. Part of 

their Converſation, when: they are 

- - - among: themſelves only. Theſe are 

 ** > - Subjects: that employ (their 'Paſſi- 

-pns' tao-Mutch, to: leave any room 

"for: ': Complacence ; they» raiſe :top 

- much heat.to-ſyffer;Men' to be'ea- 

. fie and:ipleafant, and:Men- are tao 

. Terious' when they talk-of 'em, to 

s ſupprel$ : their - i natural - Temper, 

- which are apt to-break out upon any 
. Oppoſition, + Men are as'apt _ 
FFIT3 Te 
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fend:their Opinions, as ther. Prov 
perty, and wou'd take tas well ta 
have their. Titles co their Eſtates query 
MNion'd; as their:Senſe; and perhaps 
-in that chey-imitate the :Condue 
.of our Sex; and4la,. like indulgent 
Mothers, :that« arg-moſt tender. af 
.thofe Childrew - that -are weakeſt. 
Bur however:it:he, I have obſerv'd 
when ſuch! Arguments | have-' beet 
-intraduc'd even;:1n-our Company, 
:andiby Men that atfed Indifference, 
-dando/ abundance. of: ;Temper,::that 
very; few:.have!:been -ableto'ſhew 
fo:much; Maſttry,,: but, that: fome- 
;thinp-appeard:kicher! in their; Air, 
, or{+þxpreſſion, or. in the:: Toh of 
'tlicir Voices,: which argued-a great- 
er. Warmth:;;: and Concertr,::than 
11s: proper for::the Gonvenlatianiot 
- Gentlemen, on;the Company19b4a- 
_ des; +: Theſe: Uneaſineiles'; happen 
-not ſo: oftetr among us, -becauſe-the 
-Men- lopk- upon ws! to. hayenyery 
-Jircle Intereſt; in: the Publick-Afiairs 
of: the World,nafid-thercfore trouble 
-$: very ſeldon 53yith_ their , grave, 
[ferious»Trifles, which | they; iclebate 
wid-ſo:much garneſ{tneis among one 
vert os gaother 
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another.': They. look upon ns 
as Things deſign'd and contriy'd ons 
ly for theit Pleaſure,\ and- therefore 
uſe us tenderly, as Children do 
rheir'-» Favourite  Bawbles. - They 
ralk' gayly,” and" pleaſantly to : us, 
they do, of ſay, nothing thar \miay 
give" us any Difguft, or ' Chagrun, 
tl par. on; 6. rs chearfalleſt 
E * -and - their Beſt Humour, 
tharrhey-may excite the like 'in'us; 
They never oppoſe us but with a 
great. ideal of 'Ceremony,: of in 
Raillery, ' not out-of 'a'/ - ON of 
Oppoſition, (- as they fi equentſy 
do. one: another'): but: ro anifainl 
a pleaſant Argument; or heigrhen 
by vatiery of Opinions an agreablc 
Entertainment. 'Mirth, and Good 
Homour reign generally 1n''! our 
Society, Good Manners always; 
For with us Menſbew in'a manner, 
the Reverſe of what” they 'ar& one 
to another - They let theirthoughts | 
play at: Liberty, and are very-catt- _ | 
ful'of rhe Exprefſion, thar nothing 
harth, 'or obſcene eſcape 'em,” thar 
may ſhock a tender Mind; or offend 
a modeſt Ear. This Caution it's, 
EE whith 
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which is. the Root of :Complacence, 
which is. nothing but a. Deſire to 
oblige People, by complying with 
their . Humours. "Tis - true fome 
Tempers .are./too Obſtinate, and 
froward, ever to arrive. at any great 
Heigth of rhis good , Quality, .yer 
there. is nothing 1o ſtubborn, . bur ic 
may, be bent... Afſiduity and. con- 
ſtant Practice. will contract, ſuch 


Habits, 45 will make any thing 


caſie and: famyliar,. even to the warſt 
contriv'd., Diſpoftion,; but; where 
Nature concurs, Men are foon 


'Perfect..... This is one. great -adyan- 
tage Men reap by our Secjety; nor 
4s 1t to be.defpis'd. by the- Wiſefſt of 
*em, who: know -the: uſe. of rhis 


Accompliſhment, and. are ſenfible, 
that it-ishardly,, if at all;; $0;be 26+ 
quir'd, but by converhing. with! us, 


.For tho! Men ;may.- have;; Witi and 
Judgment,., yet, the Liberty,., they 
take of -rhwarting, - and. oppoſing 
one another makes em, Rager and 
.Difputatiye,: Impatieat, Sowre, and 


Moroſs ;. till. by coavesfing with us, 
they grow. inſenſibly.aſhanmed of ſuch 
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is Evident aa the 'Obſervation'of 
the Univerſities, and This of Court, 
F mean thoſe Students in”em that 
lead a more recluſe and" Monaſtick 
Life,- and: converſe 'lirtle with our 
Sex. They "wanr neither Wir, not 
Learnin = nd frequently neither 
Generoſity, nor Good Nature, yet 


"when 'they*come into gay, tho' In- 


 and-filefit, or unſeaſonably Frolick- 


genions Company, are either damp'd 


ſom and Free, ſo that'they appear 


either Dull, 'or Ridiculous: 


Gallantry 
acqutir'd by 


017 Compar 
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Nor is Cimplacence the only thing 
theſe: Men want; they want like: 


wiſe ''thie'' Gallantry of thoſe Men 


char frequent our Company. This 
Quality is'the heigth and perfeftion 


of Cipfliry; without” Which it is 


either Languiſhing, or Formal, and 
with which it appears always with 


an 'engipging Air of Kindneſs, and 


Good Will. *Ir ſets a value upon the 
moſt hoot pertoroered Trifles, and 


rurns every” Civility intro an Obli- 
gation; "For in ordinary. © Famili- 


arities, "thd' civil Correſpondencies, 


| we regard Hot. fo''mulch * : what, as 


how 
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| how things. are done, the Manner is. 
| more lookt upon than the Matter of 


ſuch Courtehies. Almoſt all Men 
that have had a liberal, and good. 
Edycation know, what is:due to 
Good Manners, and civil Company. 
Bur till rhey have been us'd a little 


| to our Society, . their Modeſty ſits 
| like Conſtraint upon 'em, and looks 
like a forc'd Compliance to uneaſie | 


Rules, and Forms of Civility, Con- 
verſing frequently .with ,us makes 
'em familiar to Men, and when they 
are convinc'd, as well of the Eaſineſs, 
as the. Neceſſit of (em, , they are 
ſoon reconcil'd to the. Practice. 
This Point; once gain'd, and-they 
become expert in the common, and, 
neceſſary Practices. Thoſe that have 
any nacural Bravery of, Mind, will 
never be contented to ſtop, there ; . 
Indifference is too cold and Phleg- 
matick a thing for 'em, a little For- 
mal Cm and common Civi- 
liries, ſuch as are paid to. .C'ry. ohe 
of Courſe will not fatisfie their 
Ambirious. Spirits, which will put. . 
'em. upon, endeayouring for better 
Receptions, _ and obliging thoſe, 

whom 


Ny 
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whom they can't withour Reproach 

to themſelves offend: This is the 

- Original, and firſt Spring of Ga/lan- 

try, which is an Humour of Oblig- 
ing all'People, as-well in'our Act- 
10ns ts Words. - -Ir differs from' 
Differences Complacence, this being more active, 
berwixt. that more paſſive : This intlines us 
comple", to oblige, by doing, or faying,after 
Gallamy. our own Humours, ſuch things as 
we think. will pleaſe ; that by ſub- 
mitting to, and following theirs, 

a Man-may be Complacent without 
Gallantry,” bur he can't be Gallant 
without Complacence, For 'tis poſ- 

fible to pleaſe,and'be agreable, with- 

out ſhewing' our own” Humours to 
Others; bur *tis impoſſible” with- 
out ſome regard to theirs : Yet this | 
Pleaſure will be but faint and lan- | 
ouid, without a Mixture of both. 
This mixture of Freedom, Obſer- 
yance, - and a defire of pleaſing, 
when rightly tempered, is the true 
Compotition of Ga/lantry ;- of which, 
who ever' is conipieat Maſter, can 
never fail of being: both admir'd, and 
beloy'd. This-Accompliſhment is 

beſt, -if nor-only to/be acquir'd by 

mea  conyerſing 
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converſing with us ; for beſides rhe 
natural Deference, which the Males 
of every obſervableSpecies of the cre- 
ation pay to. their Females, and the 
Reaſons before given for Compl/acence, 
which all hold good here, there is 
a tender Softnels in the Frame of 
our Minds, as well as in the Conſti- 
rution of our Bodies, which infpires 
Men, - a Sex more rugged, with the | 
like Sentiments, and Afﬀections, 
and infuſes gently and inſenſibly 
a Care to oblige, and a Concern 
not to offend us. 
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Hence. it is that they employ all !--9rio, 
their Art, Wit, and [rvention toſay, = 
and do things, that may appear to ce. 
us,ſurprizing and-agreable,cither for 
{ heir Novelty, or Contrivance. The 
4-very End and Nature of Converſa- 
tion. among us retrench abundance 
of thoſe things, which make the 
| greateſt part of Men's diſcourle, 
| and they find themſelves oblig'd 
to ſtrain their Inventions to fetch 
from other Springs, Streams proper 
ro entertain ' us with. This puts 
'em upon beating and-ranging my 

the 
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- the Fields oh, Fancy ito. find /\fome* 
: "0m new, ſomething-preray. to. of 
j = | Fer ro, us;. and. by. This, means: refines 
© ** Btthe. fame;time' their, Watz apd-en- 
Jarges, and:excends.theirlavention; 
"for. bytorcing ; £m out. -of the; com- 
.,mon; Road;: they. areneceſiitated; to 
-1aFent.new Axguments,and ſeek.new 
' ways. tor divert and. pleaſe ,us,;and | 
. by.reſtraining the large Liberty, they , | 
. rake one, with Pn ay they :are 
*.compellid ta,poliſh,- their, Wat, and | 
File, ;off} the.;Roughneſs of it, To | 
. this. rhey,, « awe,. the ,Neatnels :of | 
' Raillery, .to whith' abundance . of | 
"Gentlemen are. now. -arriv;d;.For 
' . Contrariery.. of , Opinions, «- being 
. char which gives. Lite,and- -Spirit 
4a, Converſation, -4s.,welh Women,as | 
.Men, do frequently ho! d Arguments | 
cantrary.to-theigreal.Qpmigns, .on- | 
ly, to! heigrhen the Diverſion,andiim- | 
*prave..the pleaſure, of, Society; In 
'thele; the . —_ Care: is,j!taken: $0 
Avoid all chings that may ;ſounglhazth, | 
enſive, .or-jidecenty;their Wir is 
employ'd. only. ta.cailemirth; ;and = 
promate. 220d Hum, Tap dit 
ng abeeb ſer d, when 
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Men contend for Realities, and diis 
=_ for "the Reputation of. thieir Fo!s ner ff 

it or 'JudFfment, C” and ne truth of ; — 
their O inns. 'Tis true; theſs”” 
improvertterts ate to' be made only 
by Men, th thar 'hidve by Nitute an 

proyable' Stock of Wit and good 

Scenis; For: hoe that Have it not, 
| ubable 70 diſtinguiſh whar'is 
| Ptoper for their linication, are apt 
pe us il thoſe Things which are 
1 rhe petuliar Graces and Ornaments 
F out Sex,” And which are” the im- 
jediate' Ob Jas of Sight, 4nd need 
| no fiirther M fle&ion, or thinkin. 

| This Aﬀectit on 15 notorious 'in our 
Modetti Beas's, who obſetving the 
Cire rake 7 ſothe of dut Sek inthe 
| ſefting 6f"rfielr Perfons; withoire 
{ prhettaring (dtly farther ihro che 
| Reaſotis Worken have for it; "Or cons 
| ſiderthg, clit” what betaime chem; 
miight be = pd in themſelves, 
fafl-'to licking, ' ſptucing arid dref 
| fp thetr is gn Faces. 4nd ill. 

corttiv'd RE, that how,' like all. 
Fooliftt Itnitatputs, they our:do the 
Ori nals, and our-powder, vut- 
parch; ' and” 6 0rd the _— 
an 
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Coing  botbng, Torn, 
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Verſes of Mr. Haller to. their Con- 
verſity much with: Ladies. And. 1 
remembur an Opinion of a very i= 
genitws. Peron; who--afcribes the 
ine of this 9p Þ 1» /þ Grantlearin grear 
imoaſare, Xo Ts ridieuling--in,- the 
"Perſon of Dn. (2Wivot, this Gallantry. 
of. that Nati#) t6ward their Ladtes. 
"This Opinio#- -hdwgyer- Ingeniqzis. 
ellfries tie- beyond the Scopp and de- 
ſipiy-of [rhe preſent Argunient, -and 
therefore 1 ſhall-. leave all further 
Conſideration of-it to thoſe: that are 
mote ft kifure; ahd- leſs wWhary than 

| I'am'@t preſence. 


| -Theth tomain. __ me ns to 
be ſpoken. to,- but 1-muſt- confets to 
| you; Madam, thatlam alrcady very 
much tired, and I have reaton to 
fear that you are more. ©. When-you 
enjoyn'd me this Task, I. leliovgy 
you--did not vxpedt;.I am ſure, I 
| did-not-intend.ſo long a Letter. ' I 
E-- know. have writeeh too much, yet ' 
|  Tleave:you to judge whether it bg 
| enough.- . One. Experience-. I haxe 
gain'd by this Elſay, that [ find, 
when our. Hands arg- in; 'tis as 
| L 2 | hard 
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hard to ſtop” 'em, "as: our Tongues, 
ang as difficylr not to writ, as not 
.to talk too much. I have done 
wondring at; 'thoſe} Men, that can 
write huge Volumes upon ſlender 
" Subjects, and ſhall hereafter admire 
their Judgment only, who can'con- 


fine their. Imaginations,. and =curþ 


rheir. wandring Fancies, ..I pretend 
no Obligation:upon our.Sexfor.this 
Attempg il their Defence; becauſe 
it. was undertaken at your Come 
mand, andfor your-Diverſiononly, 
which if I have in: any meaſuze 
ſatisfied, I have my, Ambition, and 
thall beg nothing farther, than: thar 
my. ready; Qbedience may; excuſe. 
the mean Performance. of, - 
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